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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NEW OIL PRICING POLICY DISCUSSED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 138, 2-8 Oct 82 p 43 
Article by Joseph Fisht: "Oil Prices Frozen Until 1985"'] 


[Text] New trends vis-a-vis oil policies in the Gulf region have emerged in 
the recent conferences held in Lodnon and attended by Arab officials, special- 
ists in area affairs and businessmen. 


Reflecting the views and thinking expressed earlier by Zaki al-Yamani, Saudi 
minister of petroleum, ‘Ali Khalifa al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti minister of oil, 
stressed that the oil producing countries must think scientifically and with 
deliberation and vision about the commercial aspect of the oil market, and not 
get bogged down in calculations, hopes and ideological factors in order tc find 
the means to serve Arab interests in better ways. For the Saudi and Kuwaiti 
ministers to talk the same language was a strong indication that the industrial 
planners and the big oil producers which are members of OPEC are again pursuing 
a unified policy. Generally, this new policy requires the Gulf countries to 
defend the current price of oil in dollars, $34 a barrel, and to be inc!.. ed to 
hold to this figure for 2 or 3 years. This means two things: first, OPE will 
not publicly reduce its prices as many of the Western oil consuming countries 
think they should do, but this in fact means, secondly, a small reduction in 
the price of oil because it will not keep pace with the rates of inflation dur- 
ing this period. 


However, what is the basis of this new policy. Above all else, it involves not 
reducing the current announced prices of oil. Based on the statements of Shaykh 
Yamani, any reduction in current prices would set loose an endless wave of re- 
ductions among the oil producing countries who all need to sell more oil and 
this would result in a return to the prices of 1974. This would impoverish the 
Arab countries and then would ultimately set the stage for a new jump in prices 
when the world demand for this commodity began to revive with the resumption of 
industrial growth. 


Both the Saudi and Kuwaiti ministers wanted to notify the Western countries 
through their statements before the conference that they would hold to the cur- 
rent price. But why? The answer is to avoid having the international oil conm- 
panies flood the market with oil stored in their depots, particularly in light 
of the inability of other countries who are not members of OPEC to find new oil 
reserves. Accordingly the revival of the international economic situation would 
restore the great demand for the oil produced by these countries. 




















At the same time, the Saudi and Kuwaiti ministers wanted Western planners to 
hear their second message, that is, (freezing oil price increases for the next 
few years before changing them again to correspond only with inflation rates 
until the end of this decade.) 


Motivations and Rea: 1s 


The primary motive behind this message is to prevent the industrial countries 
from switching from oil to other types of fuels or devoting more investments 
leading toward economic consumption of fuels. Instead of this, the leaders of 
the OPEC countries want surplus Western funds invested in new industrial fields 
so that the international economy will regain its vigor quickly and the demand 
for oil will increase. 


At the same time both ministers said that the temporary pressure on Arab reve- 
nues provides an excellent opportunity to reconsider Arab investment plans some 
of which are very ambitious and perhaps have not been studied fully. 


The other speakers agreed with this scenario which has been laid out for the 
oil market until the end of the eighties. Following are some excerpts from 
the address delivered by Shaykh 'Ali Khalifa al-Sabah, Kuwaiti minister of oil: 


"Will the gradually increasing demand for the oil produced by the OPEC countries 
result in a dramatic increase in prices? I doubt that. During the next 2 or 

3 years, we will do our utmost to make up for the shortfall in production capa- 
city resulting from the Iraqi-Iranian war and ensure a minimum level of produc- 
tion for the consumer countries at the current prices to provide the funds 
necessary for purposes of industrial development. Then there will be an oppor- 
tunity to adopt a unified stand among the OPEC countries to maintain true reve- 
nues after 1985. 





"So the scenario which I have posed calls for freezing prices until 1985 and 
then stabilizing them after that. This will not be the most likely course with 
regard to prices in my opinion. Rather, it will also be the appropriate course 
with regard to the point of view of the oil producing and oil consuming coun- 
tries alike. Any reduction in prices below the proposed rate would lead to a 
disaster in the area of oil prospecting and the development of its industries. 
Consequently, there would be a negative effect on research into the production 
of other types of fuels affecting the oil consuming countries over the long 
term. Also, any rise in prices above this rate would wreck the fragile revival 
of the international economy and reduce the demand for oil. This would ulti- 
mately cause difficulties for the producing countries." 


Shaykh 'Ali Khalifa al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti minister of oil, said: "We must re- 
member that the whole question is a commercial transaction and it must be prof- 
itable." | 


This explicit position in which the approach was clear also appeared ir the 
description given by Jim Akins, the former American ambassador in Jidda, of the 
Arab Gulf rulers after he returned recently from a tour of that area in the 
course of analyzing the Iraqi-Iranian war to some Western personalities who 
were listening. In the wake of high-level meetings he had with Iraqi officials, 

















Akins said that he believed that some Arab Gulf leaders want to see a change 

in Tehran to restore elements of stability to the area because the clerics have 
lost their popularity in Iran and this means that the alternative might come 
from the communists. He feels that the Russians have two ways to enter Iran. 
First the Soviet Union and the other communist countries in its orbit could 
side with Iran in its war against Iraq and even provide aerial reconnaissance 
of the front to the Iranians. The second way would be for many of the leftist 
clerics to fall under the control of the communists. Akins said that even were 
the clerics to win their war against Iraq, they were now so unpopular that they 
might be the cause for another revolution to erupt and through this the commu- 
nists could seize power and possibly invite the Soviet Union to send its forces 
to assist them as happened in Afghanistan. 


The Gulf War 


However, despite all this, Akins believes that the Iraqis will ultimately win 
the war. Following is his military analysis based on his talks with some Iraqi 
military leaders: ‘''The war is now being fought by unconventional methods with- 
out Iran having any regard for the lives of its fighters. The Iraqi soldiers 
talk about the fact that in some instances they face reckless groups of reli- 
gious fanatics, often children or ignorant old men, brandishing daggers in the 
air and reciting prayers before hurling themselves against the Iraqi positions. 
Iran has used human waves to detonate minefields. The Iraqis found such actions 
demoralizing because committing such a slaughter is morally unacceptable. The 
Iranians have suffered terrible losses despite having made some advances. A 
senior Iraqi official stated earlier this year that the number of fanatics in 
Iran was a fundamental issue which preoccupied the Iraqis; if, for example, 
there were 100,000 fanatics, this could mean that the war might end soon and 
that Iraq would win because Iran would have lost such a number in so short a 
period of time. However, if the number of fanatics were 5 million, the story 
would be quite different. However, he thought, as I do, that the figure is 
closer to 100,000 than 5 million. "However, were the Iranians able to overcome 
Iraq, a Shi'ite government which Tehran would impose on Baghdad would quickly 
strengthen relations with the Soviet Union and, consequently, pave the way for 
the establishment of a group of anti-West regimes, stretching from Tehran 
through Baghdad to Damascus. If they did not fall directly under Soviet influ- 
ence and if Soviet domination did not move in, this situation, according to 
Akins, would require the Arab countries to the south to adapt to this new real- 
ity which would inevitably also change the balance of power not only in the 
Gulf area but in the OPEC countries as well." 


Akins said that Saddam Husayn's political position appears to be strong. The 
Shi'ites have not proclaimed a revolution as some had expected and the leader- 
ship of the Ba'th Party continues even though most are Sunnis commited to secu- 
lar approaches. Also the efforts which have been exerted in the south have 
borne fruit in economic development, recent measures for the establishment of 
collective farms having been widely popular in the south and in other parts of 
the country. The most important thing in all this, according to the former 
American ambassador in Saudi Arabia is that the adherents of the Shi'ite sect 
in Iraq recognize that they are Arabs and that they would play a secondary role 
as citizens in the "Islamic republic" which the Iranian clerics would dominate. 
As the result of that, far more volunteers to serve in the ranks of the army 
have come from members of the Shi'ite sect than from all other sects. 











All these projections now appear to work against the interests of Iran. They 
also point to an early date for the major Iranian offensive which may be the 
impending decisive battle in this war since recent Western intelligence reports 
have indicated that the Iranians are mobilizing their forces on the border sep- 
arating the two countries. 
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EGYPT 


PALESTINIAN SURVIVOR OF LEBANESE STRUGGLE PRAISES EMBASSY HELP 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 11 Oct 82 p 3 


[Article by Ihsan 'Abd-al-Maqsud: "The Palestinian Commander 
of the Sidon and Tyre Camps Tells AL-AHRAR How the People in 
the Egyptian Embassy Saved Him from Certain Death"] 


[Text] The wife knocked on the door of the Egyptian embassy in 
Beirut, and the people in the embassy were surprised to con- 

front the strangest sight they had ever seen in their lives -- a woman 
had tied one end of an electric wire around her waist and tied 
a wooden ladder that lay out to the other on the ground with a 
wounded man on it to the other end! 


The people in the Egyptian embassy permitted the woman to enter. 
They were amazed by the woman's devotion to her husband, pulling 
the wooden ladder that was carrying him. The people in the 
embassy intervened and Egyptian doctors performed emergency first 
aid on the husband. The men in the embassy agreed to have the 
woman and her husband and their children go to Cairo and wrote 

up Egyptian passports for them. The people in the embassy saw the 
family to the door of the airplane. 


At Cairo airport, a special first aid vehicle was provided to 
transport the Palestinian major, Muhammad Ibrahim Rajab, to the 
al-Ma'adi Hospital. 


Last Thursday AL-AHRAR met with the Palestinian fighter and 

his family, and the family related the story of the barbarous 
invasion Israel had launched against the Lebanese and Palestinian 
peoples. 


The Wife Collected Information 


Maj Muhammad Ibrahim Rajab of the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion forces said that he had graduated from the War College 

and taken part in the War of Attrition along the Egyptian front, 
then the 6 October 1973 war. 


Last 4 June he was an artillery commander in the Tyre-Sidon 
axis in charge of the military and refugee camps in this region. 














On that day, Israel launched a concentrated invasion on the Sabra 
and Shatila camps, the al-Fakahani section and the sports city, 
where the Palestinian revolution's command center was located. 
The Israeli fire burned out all traces of life -- people, ani- 
mals, plants; everything was turned to ashes! 


[He went on] "Last 6 June I managed to destroy nine enemy tanks, 
and an Israeli soldier was burned alive. The ferocity of the 
fighting intensified and was bloody." 


The Palestinian officer paused for breath and asked his wife, 
Muna Ibrahim Darwish, to continue the story. The wife said 

that she had been assigned to gather information on the movements 
of the Israeli army and the places where it was situated. “At 
the same time," [she added] "the spirit of resistance was in- 
stilled in the Liberation Organization's soldiers; either vic- 
tory or martyrdom. I was also in charge of sending food, ammuni- 
tion, and first aid material to the refugee and military camps." 
The wife went on, "Israeli soldiers are afraid of confrontation, 
because they wage war to destroy, cause sabotage and commit 
aggression, not for the sake of a cause or a belief!" 


The Cearch for the Husband 


The wife related, "I visited my husband at his position in the 
"Ayn al-Hilwah camp from time to time, to check on him, but the 
severity of the fighting made it impossible for me to move, 
and I stayed for 12 days without water after the Israeli forces 
had managed to take all positions over. 


"T ran out of patience and decided to go out looking for my hus- 
band. I went to his position but did not find him. I asked 
the inhabitants of the refugee camps about him. An old woman 
named Umm Sabir accompanied me to the place where my husband 
was. I found him drenched in a sea of biood. Enemy shrapnel 
had torn the nerves in his thigh, submachinegun bullets had gone 
through his body and had become lodged in the area of the pel- 
vis, and my husband was paralyzed. He was unable to move. I 
looked around me and found no one. Just destruction and wreckage 
faced me. I took off my husband's clothes and dressed his wounds 
with them. He looked at me and said, 'Go, Muna, go far away 
before they see you. Flee! I have been killed, there is no 

way out.' I forgot about everything except my determination to 
save my husband. I found a wooden ladder, tied it to one end 
of a wire, and tied the other end of the wire around my waist. 
I put my husband on the ladder, which was lying out on the 
ground, and started pulling the ladder on which my husband was 
laid out. I reached the first Israeli inspection point. They 
ask me to prove my identity, and I told them that we were 
Egyptian civilians, so they let us pass. An Israeli soldier 
asked me for a permit for my husband to go to the Ghassan 

Hammud Hospital; and agreed, in exchange for my giving him the 





























gold ring my husband had given me at our wedding. 
Egy ptian Passports 


"At the hospital my husband was given some first aid, but to no 
avail; he was in the th roes of death. I decided to take my 
husband to the Egyptian embassy, and there they offered us every 
resource, facility and medical assistance until my husbend was 
able to move. The Egyptian embassy produced Egyptian passports 
for us in other names. The Israeli army was looking for my 
husband, considering that he was the one person of Palestinian 
military rank they had not yet come upon. 


"The people in the Egyptian embassy took us up to the door of 
the airplane. At Cairo airport, my paralyzed husband was 

given a special reception. He was immediately taken to al- 
Qubbah military hospital and given a rapid transfusion of blood, 
so that it would be possible to transfer him to al-Ma'adi hos- 
pital, where an operation was done on him. He is not completing 
his recuperation in al=-'Ajuzah hospital, and in a few days he 
will go to London to complete the treatment." 


I bade the little family goodbye. Maj Muhammad Ibrahim Rajab 
said, "My children, Basim, Haytham and Samah, will continue the 


course of the Palestinian revolution after us!" 
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EGYPT 


LEFTIST COMMENTATOR DISCUSSES POLITICAL ROLE OF RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic 3 Oct 82 p 7 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Sattar al-Tawilah: "The Left and the Muslim Groups: 
Comrades, This Is a Bit Much!"] 


[Excerpt] The day the seven leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood who had been 
accused of the attempt to assassinate the late leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir were 
executed, in 1954, a group of people who had been charged in a communist case, 
led by the trade union activist Muhammad Shatta, came out of the appeals pri- 
son, and cars took them to the military council chaired by al-Dajawi al-—Mashhur 
to be tried. 





Muhammad Shatta stood in the prisoner's dock and said, "At this moment seven 
leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood with whom we differ in a basic way inte!]- 
lectually and politically are being executed. Nonetheless, we protest against 
the unjust, exceptional trial procedure, which contradicts the most simple 
human rights of self-defense and has ruled that these leaders were to be exe- 
cuted. 


"The Court of Cassation that tried them is an extension of this military tri- 
bunal court which is trying us. We refuse to be tried before it and do not 
recognize it as a legitimate court before which not just political personali- 
ties but even thieves and murderers may be tried. 


"We are also registering our protest against and rejection of the method of 
torture to which the accused persons from the Muslim Brotherhood are being ex- 
posed, even though we differ from them and condemn their terrorist style and 
backward ideas." 


An Early Maturity 

I mention this episode to highlight the political maturity which leftists 
adopted toward the activity of Is*amic religious groups, activity which was 
confined to and basically embodied in the Muslim Brotherhood. 


This maturity is embodied by two things: 











The leftists most clearly condemned all exceptional measures, even when they 
affected their adversaries. 


The second thing is the clear condemnation of the thinking of the Islamic 
group and the condemnation of its terrorist style. 


More important than that, the leftists at that time pointed out clearly that 
there was a fundamental incompatibility between them and the Muslim Brother- 
hood. 


The fact is that this old fundamental incompatibility existed, does exist, and 
will remain. 


The Islamic religious current in Egypt emerged in a totally rightwing guise. 
It is true that it was a sort of rebellion against poor conditions which were 
in contradiction with the counsel and directives of religion. However, the 
people who established the Muslim Brotherhood, the most prominent political 
religious current, specified absolutely no political, social, economic or cul- 
tural program -- they just contented themselves with a vague statement that 
could lend itself to any interpretation, namely "The application of Islam and 
the Koran is our constitution and the prophet is our leader," along with 
writings which amounted to no more than inarticulate utterances and editorial 
phrases, 


However, what is certain is that this Islamic religious current arose, raising 
the banner of incompatibility with the left, no matter what the shade of the 
latter might be, even if it was just democratic socialism, under the slogan 
that Islam has embraced everything, be it capitalism, socialism and even rice 
pudding: 


In the ideological context, their spearhead was, and still is, directed spe- 
cifically against Marxist thinking, for no reason except that Marxism, in their 
view, promotes atheism, They thus excused themselves from discussing the 
Marxist platform vis-a-vis the economic, political and cultural issues of 
society. Indeed, they were not even interested in studying Marxism's real 
position regarding religion and religious devotion in general. 


Had our comrade members and leaders of the Grouping Party devoted their atten- 
tion to rereading AL-DA'WAH magazine (the most moderate magazine of the ‘slamic 
trend), they would have found that every issue in it brimmed over with articles 
against Marxism and the Soviet Union, using everything that is in the lexicon 
and archives of most extreme emnity toward them. 


What then would one say about the magazine AL-I'TISAM, the organ of the 
extremist wing in this current? 


When Shukri Mustafa, the head of the Renunciation and Repudiation Society, was 
asked in court for his opinion on socialism (just socialism, not conmunism), 
he broke out zealously, 


& 





"We are against socialism and all earthly creeds." He volunteered to state, 


"We fight communism because it is atheism and anarchism!" 
The Steel Chains 


One can go back to all the political literature which these religious currents 
have produced for the benefit of the people, and we will see that they are 
firmly opposed to all the branches of the left . 


Why should we go far afield? The main preoccupation of the Islamic groups in 
the Egyptian universities was complete opposition to the groups of the left 
in the universities, whether Nasirists, Marxists or supporters of the Social- 
ist Party before it came into being. 


These students do not forget that in the years 1971, 1972 and 1973 the people 
who beat them with whips, iron rods and steel chains were members of the reli- 
gious groups. 


The focal point of the religious propaganda against Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir was 
that he was a communist and an agent of the Soviet Union! Indeed, the brutal 
campaign against the dean of Arabic Literature, Taha Husayn, was led by the 
leaders of this religious current, as is apparent in the book by some of its 
leaders. 


A Game in the Hands of the Authorities 


Since the leaders of this current had divested Islam of its social content, 
and had basically mapped out a plan of attack against the left, it was natural 
that the authorities that existed at that time should make use of them and 
mobilize them to serve them. 


The vague Islamic slogans and the change of atheism were being raised in the 
face of the specific social slogans of the left. 


The slogan "No parties and no party politics," which the Muslim Brotherhood 
adopted, was used to fight the adversaries of the palace and the British, the 
Wafd party. ‘ 


The war against the Wafd for which the Muslim Brotherhood mobilized themselves 
was not a secret, nor was it underground: rather, it was published and 
recorded in their papers and political books. 


Colonialism and the palace exploited the intense religious feelings among 
young Brothers, used them to divert the masses' attention from the British 
presence and occupation of Egyptian territory, and directed them to the war 
against the Jews in Palestine, as a prelude to this wrongful war in 1948, which 
resulted in the catastrophe of Palestine, which the whole Arab world is suf- 
fering from. 
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However, when colonialism's orders were issued to stop the war, and some young 
people in the Muslim Brotherhood refused to yield to the order to stop it, the 
government turned against them and prosecuted them. 





In the national struggle against the British occupation, there was nothing more 
misleading than the slogans the Brothers’ leaders used. 


This is all written down and recorded in the records of the national movement 
and in books which historians like Tariq al-Bishri, 'Abd-al-'Azim Ramadan and 
others have written, which the Muslim Brotherhood have not been able to answer 
in a convincing manner. 


In the labor struggles against the independence of foreign and Egyptian com- 
panies, the positions the brothers’ leaders took against the workers’ interests 
are well known and attested to. Their partiality toward businessmen is well 
known and recorded in the records of the struggle. They turned the pages only 
in the 1945-52 period. 


For all these reasons, the Muslim Brotherhood deserved to be described as a 
fascist group under a religious banner. 


Their Policy in Application 
What did these members of the Muslim Brotherhood and others do? 


They contrived an attempt to overthrow the regime and caused the murder of 20 
students in the Military Technical [Faculty], under the leadership of Salih 
Sariyah. 


They kidnapped and killed Dr al-Dhahabi; at the trial it was revealed that 
they renounced society and were hostile to socialism and all slcial progress. 


They contrived the assassination of the president and tried to overthrow the 
regime through the events in Asyut and elsewhere. 


Finally there is the conspiracy which has been unearthed, although the curtain 
has not been lifted over all its dimensions. 


When the revolution permitted them alone to engage in political activity after 
1952, they also had drawn up secret armed organizations which were exposed 
when they clashed with the revolution. 


The new Islamic groups are founded on a truly idiotic extremist ideological 
basis. However, they believe in that as strongly as in religion itself. They 
trust their commanders as if they were new prophets, as has been revealed by 
the discourse openly published in the papers and as was stated at the trials. 


The thinking was worked out by the Islamic thinker who once upon a time was a 
democrat, the late Sayyid Qutb, in his book "Signposts of the Road." This is 
the idea of renouncing the society as a whole, as long as it is not proceeding 
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along the basis of God's law, which is the practical application of God's 
writ. That is, God rules by means of his successors on earth. This is a 
theory which is close to that of the middle ages concerning the divine right 
of kings and that which held that Pharaoh was the son of God, 4,000 years ago! 


Shukri Mustafa was a devoted student of this theory of the late Sayyid Qutb, 
and he applied it in the environment of his society. He rejected all the laws 
of society, including marriage laws, and created a kind of communality of 
women which the proponents of the religious current accuse Marxists of doing! 


It was decided to kill the illustrious scholar just because he differed with, 
and was opposed to, this thinking. However, the terrorist conspiratorial 
application of this theory was sincerely embraced by Salih Sariyah, who acce- 
lerated matters and tried to overthrow the regime. 

They were then followed by the al-Jihad and other organizations. 


From the social standpoint: 


Some of them were seen to provoke religious and factional feelings. We heard 
again the refrain of the Christians and Muslims, and they accused Anwar 
al-Sadat of being partial to the Copts! 

They destroyed and wrecked places that sold liquor. 


They struck out at men and women who walked about together in the streets, 
claiming that this was forbidden. 


In the universities, they prohibited mixing between male and female students. 


They provoked and pushed female students into what they called Islamic cloth- 
ing, wore gowns and grew beards. 


In the university federations, they prohibited mixed excursions, since it was 
corrupting to have male and female students meet! 


They prohibited musical activity and celebrations in the universities, on the 
claim that that was forbidden. 


They turned the world upside down in demonstrating for prayers while in reality 
they were just flexing their muscles. This is what the university students en- 
gaged in most of the years they were active. 


All of that, as you can see, consists of superficial matters which do not 
represent the essence and reaiity of religion. 


Is Colonialism Mocking the Left? 
This is the subject of the Islamic current in Egypt. What was stated in the 


newspaper AL-AHALI last 15 September is not correct, to the effect that colo- 
nialism has mocked some people on the left “and made it believe that the 
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Islamic movement is a conservative, reactionary, backward, mythical, secret 
Sufi current which is lacking in nationalism and cooperating with colonialisn, 
as it previously had cooperated with the palace, striving for power, acting 
underhandedly, manipulating, turning on its allies, opposing the authorities, 
exercising violence, resorting to assassinations, just raising slogans, where 
nothing is left but the severing of thieves' hands and the stoning of adul- 
terers, and aimed only at the growing of beards and the wearing of veils?" 


This is what appeared in AL-AHALI, word for word. There is no point defending 
the Islamic political current in Egypt from such statements, whose source was 
so bold as to state that the people he called "some people on the left" were 
like parrots repeating what colonialism had revealed to them. 


This is spitting in the face of the mass ideological effort which the Egyptian 
left has been honored to bear on its shoulders, in revealing the fascistic na- 
ture of this current and its genuine basic cpposition to democracy and the 

basic interests of the Egyptian people. May God have mercy on Dr 'Abd-al-Rahman 
Nasir, author of the book "The Muslim Brotherhood in the Balance," and salu- 


tations to Dr 'Abd-al-'Azim Ramadan, author of the latest book revealing their 
terrorist history. 


It is the Egyptian left which has undertaken to expose this sort of wayward 
religious current. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


ILLITERACY-ERADICATION EFFORTS EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-'AMAL in Arabic No 233, Oct 82 pp 38-41 


[Article by Ahmad 'Abd al-Rahman, Ahmad Ghali and Halah Abu al-Futuh: "A 
Return to Issue of Illiteracy and Role of Political Parties and Popular 
Organizations in Eradicating It; National Party: Eradication of Illiteracy 

of 6 Million Workers Realizes Production Increase Amounting to 2.4 Billions; 
Labor Party: Illiterate Citizen Lacks Ability to Choose Well and Give His Vote 
to Best Candidate; Liberal Party: Illiteracy Rate Was 64 Percent 50 Years Ago 
and Is Now More Than 70 Percent; Grouping Party: Egypt's Transformation Toward 
Industrialization and Open-Door Production Provides Best Chances for Eradicating 
Illiteracy"] 


[Text] This is perhaps the 10th time we have returned to deal with this issue 
of illiteracy in Egypt. In addition to symposiums and studies which we have 
presented and which have dealt fully with every aspect of the problem: Its 
nature, roots and origins, the plans drawn up to eradicate it--both implemented 
and unimplemented plans--and the efforts exerted to solve it, both serious and 
superficial efforts. 


If the phases undergone in studying this problem and leading to philosophizing 
about its numerous aspects, such as adult education, functional illiteracy 
eradication, reading and writing illiteracy and so forth; and the numerous 
international, Arab and local conferences which discussed the problem and made 
recommendations to wipe it out--if those phases and conferences had been taken 
seriously at the time and if the budgets and real resources needed had been 
allocated, this would have been enough to wipe out illiteracy during the past 
50 years. Its severity could be diminished, the number of illiterates reduced, 
their volume and number kept from increasing or even reduced annually, thus 
limiting the problem at the time we need finally to eliminate this stigma. 


But regrettably, the problem has persisted and it has grown to include, every 
year, many new illiterates who have joined the army of illiteracy as a result 
of dropping out, or lack of comprehension. This compels us once again to seek 
to arouse the interest, strengthen the resolution and remind the public of what 
we have already said about the need to launch a national campaign to eradicate 
illiteracy because it is one of the national issues that affect society's 
development and growtn. In Egypt, illiteracy represents one of the fundamental 
obstacles impeding increased production and the introduction of modern tech- 
nology to all spheres of life. Therefore, the state alone cannot shoulder this 
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enormous burden. The issue requires that all the sincere national efforts be 
consolidated and action taken so that Egypt may catch up with the advanced 
nations. 


In this report, we will deal with the role of the political parties and popular 
organizations in eradicating illiteracy and moving among its foundations to 
spread awareness, to wipe out illiteracy and to enable the people to gain their 
most important human rights. 


National Party and Popular Method of Illiteracy Eradication 
At the outset, Dr ‘Abd al-Da'im al-Ansari, the Illiteracy Eradication Committee 


Spokesman and the Democratic National Party's Education Committee member, said 
to us: 





Our message as party officials in charge of illiteracy eradication is to help 
lay down the technical and educational bases to develop education so that our 
republic may become a modern scientific state. Therefore, we must seek guidance 
from our previous experiences and expertise. Should material resources stand as 
an obstacle in our way, then we must find alternatives because the truly 
specialized scientist is the one who attacks difficulties and overcomes 
obstacles. If he doesn't do this, then he is not worthy of the augustness of 
science; he is not even worthy to be called a scientist or to be in the company 
of scientists. To consider Egypt a modern scientific country with its current 
widespread illiteracy is some sort of fantasy. 


Consequently, the Democratic National Party's Illiteracy Eradication Committee 
recommends an announcement concerning a national illiteracy-eradication cam- 
paign as a basic factor in raising production by 2.4 billion pounds annually, 
considering that statistics and professional educators assert that there are 
nearly 36 million illiterate people in the republic; of these 15 millions are 
young--less than 36 years old. Moreover, economists assert that there are 12 
million workers in Egypt, 6 million of these are illiterate, and that when an 
illiterate worker is taught and trained his production rises by 40 percent. 

It is well known that the annual production of this worker before he is taught 
is the equivalent of 1,000 pounds. Thus, the production of the 6 million 
illiterate workers will rise by 2.4 billion, the equivalent of 400 pounds 
multiplied by 6 million workers. It is estimated that there are 15 million 
women in Egypt, 90 percent of whom are illiterate, and that the educated woman 
gives birth to 2 children on the average, whereas the illiterate woman gives 
birth to 4 children on the average. This means that childbirth will drop by 
one-half when illiterate women become educated, i.e. by 650,000 newborns. 
This would save the state 1 million pounds, in addition to housing, clothing, 
food and education up to the college level. 


What about the national illiteracy-eradication campaign as viewed by the National 
Party? 


Dr al-Ansari answered: It is based on the popular plan adopted by the National 
Illiteracy Eradication Committee. It is the method of (those who have no 
method) and is carried out by deep-rooted popular efforts, over 2 years at the 
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most, and in all parts and villages of the republic, because illiteracy is very 
much like a fire which requires every villager to rise and extinguish it with 
any means. : 


This plan is based on memorization within 3 months, of the Koran, both read and 
written, as a first phase. This has been done with the first group of 
illiterates in al-Jizah security forces. The number of illiterates educated 
under the committee supervision in 1980-81 amounted to 286,914 individuals and 
in 1981-82 a total of 292,962 individuals. The campaign focuses on directing 
the activities, personnel and budgets, amounting to 20 million pounds, of nearly 
20 bodies concerned with illiteracy eradication. Moreover, each member of the 
Democratic National Party, without exception, will teach directly or supervise 
the education of 10 illiterate individuals selected from the survey records. 


The spokesman of the Democratic National Party's Illiteracy Eradication 
Committee added: 


Let us explain the national illiteracy-eradication campaign in the governorates. 
First, its slogan is "teach and learn"--teach if you can read and learn if you 
are illiterate. This is in accordance with the words of the prophet, may God's 
peace and prayers be upon him: "Be a teacher or a learner because if you are 
neither you will perish." The goal of this campaign is to eradicate illiteracy 
among the presently illiterate in all parts and villages of the republic. This 
amounts to nearly 29.2 million citizens or 70 percent of the population, includ- 
ing 15 million young men below 36 years of age. They increase by 500,000 
illiterates annually. The goal is also to wipe out illiteracy among the 
security, central security and the armed forces personnel, amounting to 750,000, 
and wipe out illiteracy among government and public sector workers after examin- 
ing them to determine their illiteracy. 


The method of the popular plan adopted by the Popular Development Committee of 
the Democratic National Party depends on a technical poster containing the basic 
and essential elements needed to learn reading and writing. The poster is sup- 
plied to illiterates free of charge and contains the educational bases for all 
the technical specialties which the instructors have to follow day by day until 
the end of the 90-day Ist phase. As for books and supplies, they consist of a 
copy book and a pencil for which the illiterate participant pays 14 piasters. 


As for the teachers, they are members of the party from the top to the bottom 
levels, members of other parties, government and public sector employees and 
volunteer teachers. The teaching sites include mosques, schools, agricultural 
and social development cooperatives and other places. The Ministry of Educa- 
tion prepares the tests and issues the certificates to the participants. 


Labor Party's Opinion 


At the Labor Party [headquarters], Counselor Fu'ad Nushi, the party's assistant 
secretary general and information secretary, said to us: It has been proven 
that the government cannot wipe out illiteracy by itself and that popular 
efforts are necessary, provided that they are organized according to a well- 
studied plan and implemented in stages. Each stage must be evaluated so as to 
correct, modify or add to the course. There are numerous examples in the world 
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which underline the importance of these popular efforts, such as the Cuban 
experiment which eradicated illiteracy in a short time, and the Turkish experi- 
ment in which Kemal Ataturk personally led the campaign to teach the illiterate 
in the mosques, the streets, the public parks and in all gathering places. 

The campaign achieved brilliant success. In Egypt, the political parties and 
the popular organizations can form national illiteracy-eradication committees 
in the quarters, factories, unions, government agencies and everywhere else 
where a suitable number of illiterates assemble. A plan with a set timetable 
can be drawn up for these national committees to eliminate the stigma of 
illiteracy from the face of the Egyptian people. University youths can also 
perform the teaching role after being given a short and simple training program 
to guide them in the simplest and best methods to eradicate illiteracy, pro- 
vided that their efforts are supervised by specialists in illiteracy eradica- 
tion so that these specialists may evaluate, develop and improve the experiment 
gradually. 


The Labor Party information secretary added: It is regrettable to find a large 
number of illiterates among the low-level workers in schools and in the depart- 
ments and agencies of the Ministry of Education. I have proposed to the Teachers 
Union that the union adopt a plan to survey the illiterates in the agencies of 
the Ministry of Education and then to carry out a plan to eradicate their 
illiteracy. It will thus realize the principle by which the other state agen- 
cies abide. As for the police and the armed forces, good efforts currently are 
being exerted to eradicate the illiteracy of those who cannot read or write 
among their members. But these efforts do not maintain followup on these people 
after they complete their service and many of them regress to illiteracy. This 
effort requires constant followup. There is also no doubt that the level of a 
factory worker's operation of the factory equipment will be enhanced the more 
literate he becomes. The same applies to the extent of the soldier's adsorption 
of the use of modern weapons. Moreover, an illiterate citizen cannot write the 
name of the candidate he wants to elect and is compelled to tell the head of 

the election committee the name he wants. This deprives the election process 

of its most important strength, namely confidentiality. Moreover, many votes 
are nullified during the count because of the voter's ignorance. To put it 
briefly, if the ignorance of the illiterate is eradicated, he will be better 
able to choose and wote for the best candidate. Perhaps one of the best 
proposals made to eradicate illiteracy is the proposal by Ahmad Husayn, the 
leader of the Young Egypt Movement [Harakat Misr al-Fatah], that Egypt‘s uni- 
versities close their doors for a year so that the university youth and teaching 
faculties may devote their time to implementing a popular phase of illiteracy 
eradication in all parts of Egypt within the framework of a well-studied plan. 


What about the Labor Party's role in this regard? 


Counselor Fu'ad Nushi answered: The Labor Party's Illiteracy-Eradication 
Committee has not performed its role so far, like all the committees of the 
other parties. This is due to the fact that the political parties have been 
occupied until now with other issues that have not permitted them to devote 
enough time and effort to deal with the problem of eradicating illiteracy in 
Egypt. ! 
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Liberal Party and Progressive Grouping Party 


At the Liberal Party, Muhammad. Murad al-Subtasi, the party secretary general 
and the Consultative Council member, said: Eradicating illiteracy has been the 
subject of attention in all parts of the world since ancient times. Thinkers 
have been tackling it since the Middle Ages when the Roman [Catholic] Church 
instructed every priest to teach a number of Christians in order to eliminate 
their reading, writing and religious illiteracy. As for Muslims, Islam has 
urged every learned man to give people the benefit of his learning and every 
clergyman to teach a group of Muslims reading, writing and religion. Each 
clergyman was assigned a pillar [in a mosque] where his students and followers 
met with him and his mission would not be completed until the illiteracy of 
many of those students and followers was eradicated. Those efforts were bene- 
ficial and they spread among the masses. Some of Egypt's modern rulers have 
tried to instruct children and youth in many of the branches of learning, 
beginning with the eradication of their illiteracy in the Koran and in writing 
and ending with training them on a number of crafts and skills. The pioneer 
of this movement was Muhammad ‘Ali the Great. 


In Egypt, we turned our efforts toward eradicating illiteracy in 1936 when we 
started thinking of wiping out this stigma from Egypt's face on the very day 
Germany celebrated eradicating illiteracy from its last citizen. At the time, 
the illiteracy rate in Egypt was 64 percent. This year, after the passage of 
half a century, this rate has risen to 75 percent in our country. Perhaps this 
is due to numerous reasons, including the unavailability of accurate statistics 
and the lack of a serious and complete study on the issue in terms of the 
resources, method of study and the agencies concerned with this message, and 
due to the shortsighted approach tackling the issue as if it were a secondary 
and not a national issue. 


What about the party's opinion on and role in wiping out illiteracy? 


The Liberal Party secretary general answered: We must first exert efforts to 
disenfranchise the illiterate and to deny him this right so that the farce of 
identifying candidates by signs may disappear. We must also make it mandatory 
that any person applying for a government job or a job in the public or 
private sectors present proof that he can read and write. We must further 
require every academician to eliminate the illiteracy of 5 citizens during the 
summer holidays and those below this level are responsible for 3 citizens, that 
the state provide all the sites and places needed for this purpose, that the 
public service year demanded of university graduates be abolished, and that 
they be assigned to work in the illiteracy-eradication plan in return for 
rewarding compensation and that the parties and the popular organizations stop 
accepting illiterates in their membership. 


The Liberal Party secretary general added: Illiteracy eradication is an essen- 
tial part of the party program and one of the party's missions. But the lack 
of places suitable for teaching, the masses‘ disinterest in attending classes 
and their belief that they are a waste of time, and the lack of a moral or 
material incentive hamper our progress in this sphere. If we provide moral 

and material incentives for those who get rid of their illiteracy and negative 
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incentives, such as suspended promotions and bonuses, for those who do not seek 
to eliminate their illiteracy, the situation would change and there would be 
greater and more serious and interested demand for the illiteracy-eradication 
classes. 


Unionist Progressive Grouping Party 


In the Progressive Grouping Party, the issue is viewed as a problem heading the 
party's program and one that requires redoubled efforts. ‘Abd al-Ghaffhar 
Shakir, the party's education secretary, said: 


It is a problem that obstructs crystallizing the masses' free will. No society 
can achieve progress unless its population's illiteracy is totally eradicated 
because development requires industrialization which, in turn, requires skilled 
technical labor. This labor needs to at least be able to read and write. More- 
over, success in industrialization is reflected in the agricultural activity 
which requires the use of modern machinery and a new type of farmer who can 
handle this machinery well and who, therefore, has to be able to read and write 
in order to handle it properly. Due to all of this, the effort to eradicate 
illiteracy must not be confined to the state alone. This is a fundamental 
responsibility of the parties, the unions and all the democratic organizations 
in Egypt. Illiteracy is an obstacle in the face of the free political choice. 
It weakens the parties and organizations and hampers society's movement toward 
progress and development. Therefore, I very much doubt the possibility of 
wiping out illiteracy under the canopy of an open-door economic policy which 
relies on consumption and does not serve industrialization, and under the 
canopy of the state of emergency and the freedom-restricting laws which ban 
communication with the masses and put numerous obstacles in the face of politi- 
cal parties and unions. This makes it possible to interpret the illiteracy 
eradication activity of a group of the party's youth as a destructive activity. 
This is why our entire activity is directed at present toward the transformation 
of Egypt toward industrialization and expanding of the democratic rights. This 
will, in turn, provide the best opportunities for the eradication of illiteracy. 


Role of Unionist Organizations in Eradicating Illiteracy 


We sought the opinion of the unionist leaderships on the role of the unions in 
the sphere of illiteracy eradication. Muhammad Fahmi Badr, the deputy chairman 
of the General Building and Construction Union, has said to us: One of the 
reasons for the increasing illiteracy rate in Egypt year after year is the ris- 
ing wage of workers. This rise has urged students to leave school and turn to 
the crafts--these are the so-called school dropouts--considering that the 
worker's wages have risen to 3 pounds daily. We also find that the Ministry of 
Education has extended compulsory education to 9 years. This is good but are 
parents not compelled to withdraw their children from schools? 


Therefore, students must be prevented from dropping out before the end of the 
compulsory stage and the students‘ guardians must be punished for allowing 
dropouts. As for eradicating the illiteracy of workers, there has to be a sys- 
tem different from the system for teaching school students and there have to be 
justifications befitting the worker. An experiment was carried out in the 
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1970's to educate the workers. Classes were opened for them and curricula 
were formulated. The word "planted" was replaced by the word "manufactured" 
and this had a strong impact on the psychology of the workers who became 
interested in learning. However, the experience turned lukewarm and then came 
to a halt. If we look for the reason, we will find it in the resources. It 
is now difficult for a worker to leave his work for an hour to learn, when he 
is eager to work that hour in order to increase his income. Therefore, legis— 
lation must be adopted requiring all the authorities concerned to draw up a 
plan with a set timetable. We must all act in solidarity to deal with the 
problem and must use the system of positive and negative incentives. A law 
has already been issued banning the appointment of any worker in the public 
sector unless he has a certificate attesting to the eradication of his 
illiteracy. Consequently, illiteracy-eradication classes have been opened and 
some companies have advanced aid in this respect. But illiteracy-eradication 
certificates have begun to lose their value and are being issued dishonestly 
to whoever wants work. Moreover, the companies have begun to disregard the 
certificates because of their need for labor. 


Fathi ‘Abd al-Mun'im, the assistant secretary general of the Agricultural 
Workers Union, has added: The reason for the widespred illiteracy among agri- 
cultural workers is that this labor is irregular and is done in locations far 
from civilization, thus making it difficult to gather the workers easily. It 

is also due to the difference in the nature of the social conditions charac- 
terizing the Egyptian countryside and making the agricultural worker different 
from the industrial worker. This is in addition to the long stay of colonialism 
in Egypt which obstructed eradicating the illiteracy of the agricultural workers. 
We are now facing the problem of the inadequate allocations and the shortage of 
resources. If all the authorities in charge of eradicating illiteracy, the 
parties and the unions cooperate within the framework of a general national 
plan, their efforts in this regard would succeed and produce good results. 


Fathi ‘Abd al-Mun'im further added: The union has been exerting pioneer efforts 
for 7 years to eradicate the illiteracy of its members and teachers have been 
trained from among the workers themselves to do the teaching. This experiment 
has produced a good rate of success because there has been harmony between the 
teacher and the student, without a feeling of haughtiness on the part of the 
teacher or of inferiority on the part of the student. We hope for further 
efforts in this sphere to achieve a higher rate of success in eradicating 
illiteracy among agricultural workers. 


Final Word 


Not everything we have found out in this report on the role of the political 
parties and popular organizations in the sphere of illiteracy eradication is 
new or unique or adds anything enriching to the illiteracy-eradication experi- 
ence. All are frameworks without content, slogans and future plans and pro- 
grams that rely on voluntary efforts at times and on promulgating laws for 
incentives and deterrents at others. All philosophize about illiteracy, drive 
its roots deeper, exaggerate the dimensions of the problem, and attribute to 
the benefits which can be reaped from wiping it out, the aura of progress and 
of economic and social prosperity. 
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The obvious truth which needs no proof is that all the parties and popular 
organizations without exception are seeking feeble excuses and hanging the 
neglecting of their role in this vital human sphere on the hanger of circum- 
stances, complications and resources. 


We have already said and we still say that illiteracy cannot be treated with 
sedatives, by fabricated activity, by haphazard efforts under any name or slogan, 
by goodwill or by broad hopes in the bright and smiling future which we will 
realize if all the efforts are consolidated to wipe out the problem. 


Enough words, enough competing to join the bandwagon of slogans and enough 
exploitation of the suffering of the millions of illiterate people who aspire 
to get rid of the stigma of illiteracy and who want to enjoy their human right 
and their positive existence in life--an existence obstructed by their 
illiteracy. 


All are called upon to work and to begin immediately and without any delay per- 
forming their role in the national illiteracy battle. The accounting will be 
before the people for whatever degree of progress is realized. No individual 
will rise above accountability on the day when the efforts are evaluated; and 

no party, union or organization wiil escape this difficult accounting on the day 
when [the fruits of] the efforts are reaped. 


8494 
cso: 4504/30 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


POPULATION EXCEEDS 45 MILLION--The Central Mobilization and Statistics Agency 
declared that the population of Egypt came to 45 million the day before yester- 
day, according to birth and death records. In a statement it issued yesterday, 
the agency said that the population last 25 November was 44 million, and it 
increased by 1 million in about 10 months, or one person every 27 seconds. 

The increase represents the difference between the number of births and the 9 
number of deaths. [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15 Oct 82 p 1] 11887 
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KHO'INIHA ADMITS HE WAS AWARE OF SEIZURE OF U.S. EMBASSY 
Teheran ETTELA'AT in Persian 26 Oct 82 p 2 


[Text] Hojjatol-Eslam Musavi Kho'iniha participated in a press, radio 
and television conference yesterday with foreign and national reporters 
and answered their questions in regard to the anniversary of the historic 
event of October 1979 (the day of the seizure of the American spy nest). 
Kho'iniha in regard to the anniversary of the seizure of the spy nest 
said: "On the threshold of the anniversary of the historic event of 
October 1979, which by the imam's interpretation is named the second 
revolution, it is suitable that again we refresh our memories of the 
greatness of that event. The blow that event inflicted upon the body 

of the oppressor, in the leadership of America, was a blow that was in- 
flicted directly on America. Let us talk about the effects of that move- 
and that event. According to the interpretation of America itself and 
som of its political personalities, the biggest and the mightiest of the 
world's governments was involved in an entanglement and tension with a 
government and a regime that according to Carter's interpretation, was 

a barbaric regime. But it is evident that interpretation resulted from 
vertigo and tension. Carter says that "the worst time of my life was 

the time that they informed me about the Tabas event," the disgraceful 
American defeat, which was done only with the mighty hand of God. We 

are now on the threshold of the anniversary of such a great event. This 
event took place with the truthful hands of the sons of this nation, 
meaning the Muslim students following the imam's line. We hope that this 
genuine anti-American and anti-oppressive spirit of the nation of Iran, 
which has guided the aation from the start of the revolution, and the 
holy anti-American anger which the imam has revived in our hearts, remains 
continuous and guides the nation until the final victory and direct this 
nation's movement and increases these feelings of anger in the hearts 

of all the people of Iran and Muslim nations and all the oppressed people 
of the world." 


Origin of the Movement of Students Following the Imam's Line 
Hojjatol-Eslam Musavi Kho'iniha, in response to the origins of the Muslim 


students following the imam's line in seizing the spy nest said: "We 
have to look at this matter from 1962-1963. We know that the event of 
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the seizure of the spy nest was carried out by Muslim students following 
the imam's guidance who were mainly in their twenties. These youth were 
born in 1962-1963. Imam started to raise his anti-American voice in this 
country beginning in 1962 and declared at that time, that all of our 
problems were caused by America. In fact, the outcry of the imam found 
its way into the ears and hearts of those children and while they were 
growing up, the words of the imam set deep in their hearts. When they 
reached this stage of life, these students realized that the nation, 

with great sacrifices, had disposed of the Shah who was enjoying American 
protection and now that they had gotten rid of him, he had caused problems 
in each country he entered and forced every government to get rid of him. 
Finally, according to the Kissinger and Rockefeller proposal, the United 
States government agreed to provide refuge for the Shah and bring him to 
America." 


Imam's Emphatic Recommendations 


He continued: "These youths realized that the United States did not stop 
its plots against Iran and at the same time, the imam, in regard to the 
circumstances of the Shah's trip to America, said: "our students and 
religious scholars must take action against America with all their means 
in order to force America to stop these plots and return the Shah to 
Iran." The imam's words, after the victory of the revolution and the 16 
or 17 years of imam's preparation, which on every suitable occasion, would 
point out the criwes of America, created thoughts in the students that 
America had not stopped its plots against Iran. Thus they became determined 
to seize the center that America was using to plan its plots against the 
revolution. They thought that if they seized the embassy, they would 
eliminate most of these plots. They realized this fact with their pure 
conscience and they seized the center of the plots and spying. Later, 
they realized that the center had been more of a center of plots that 

they had imagined." 


Results Evaluated 


The reporter from Libya asked: "After three years of the heroic action 
of the students following the imam's line up to the seizure of the spy 
nest, what has been the result and how do you evaluate these results?" 


Mr Kho'iniha answered: "With the seizure of the spy nest and the deten- 
tion of these American spies, the great thought in the mind of the Iranian 
nation and most of the Muslims and oppressed nations was that the United 
States was no longer an invincible power. Notice that after the seizure 
of the spy nest in Iran, American embassies were attacked in other coun- 
tries so that the United States was forced to recall its diplomats from 
most of the Muslim countries. Washington finally felt that these diplomats 
were not immime. The greatest result was that this idea was broken and 
the nations realized that if they became united, they could inflict a 

blow on the United States." 
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He continued: "Following this blow, which was inflicted on America, all 
those who were dependent on this great idol, collapsed too." 


Carter: The Provisional Government Was Cooperating With Us 


Musavi Kho'iniha, in regard to the fall of the provisional government 

and the related results, said: "It is interesting to know that TIME 
magazine quoting from Carter's book says: "the provisional government 

of that time was cooperating with us and the prime minister and the western 
educated members of the cabinet were sending us friendly messages." 


"In those days, Bazargan was saying, "We are pleased with our relations 
with America" and Carter writes in the same book: "He fell because of 
Khomeyni's revolutionaries." Therefore, we see that not only did the 
American spy nest fall because of the revolutionary students, but that 
the activities of the provisional government, liberals and mini-groups 
were also revealed. 


"The universities which were training the westernized were closed after 
closing the spy nest. Due to the economic sanctions, the basis of westerm 
economy in lran were also annihilated. Unfortunately, in regard to the 
last point, we are still entangled in the negative effects of economic 
dependency on the west. To insult the administrative system would upset 
Bazargan, and the rotten, un-Islamic administrative system of Iran was 
changed following the resignation of the provisional government." 





Other Plot Centers 


Hojjatol-Eslam Musavi Kho'iniha, in response to the question of ETTELA'AT 
newspaper which asked: "Since the American spy nest, which was the center 
of the coordination of plots and the domestic base of America, was seized, 
where are the anti-revolutionary plot centers and how can we confront 
them?" said: "Certainly, the spy nest was the center of plots, but the 
seizure of this center and the detention of the American spies was a sym- 
bolic move. You notice that associations and groups who were connected 
with the seizure of the spy nest were affected also. The government at 
that time was forced to resign. A government which could not tolerate 
and believe that the people had seized and occupied the spy nest, the 
center of American plots and that its spies had been detained, and many 
anti-revolutionary plots were revealed. A government which could imagine 
that the American embassy must be freed or it would resign. What does 
this tell you? 


Musavi Kho'iniha continued: "To inflict a blow on the body of the administra- 
tive order and economic centers dependent on European and American styles, 
resulted from the seizure of the American spy nest and revealed its related 
agents. The provisional government was penetrated by American agents 

and was trying to protect the rotten administrative order and economic 

center which were mainly serving the interests of Europe and America. 

America was intending to use these centers in the future. The student 

action seized all these basis completely from the European and American 

hand. America is the great satan and whatever plot our nation neutralizes, 
America thinks of a bigger plot." 
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Previous Knowledge 


Musavi Kho'iniha in response to the question of whether he was aware of 
the decision to seize the spy nest, answered: "Yes, the plan was dis- 
cussed with me beforehand and I thought it was alright. Of course, in 
this regard, the students were insisting that the imam should also be 
informed in order to see whether he agreed. I disagreed because I felt 
this was unnecessary. I told them that we would perform this action and 
that if the imam disapproved we would leave and if he agreed, we would 
stay." 


In response to the question of the ETTELLA'AT newspaper which asked: 

"In your opinion, what are the American plans in exercising its policies 
of peace on the Islamic Republic of Iran?", he answered: "America wants 
Iran to surrender. It wants to impose peace on Iran and wants Iran to 
surrender to the Iraqi aggression." 


He continued: "America uses every means in its power against Iran. Not 
to impose peace but to impose the surrender and humiliation of Iran. 
America has not yet realized that it cannot force the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to humiliation and surrender. Carter in his memoirs writes: 
"Many times I thought it was possible to negotiate and make a deal with 
Ayatollah Khomeyni but I realized I was thinking foolishly." Although 
he claims he was thinking foolishly, they thought that with these threats 
they could force the Islamic Republic to surrender and humiliation." 


Hojjatol-Eslam Musavi Kho'iniha, in response to the question: "In relation 
to the various cases of the termination of the Algerian treaty by the 
United States, what lesson could be learned from the revolutionary seizure 
of the American embassy and the taking of American spies as hostages?", 
answered: "It is natural that if we lack creativity in our actions, he 
will make us follow him and each movement in front of the enemies must 

not be a reactionary movement." 
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TRAN 


"VOA,' AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, 'BBC' ATTACKED FOR ‘ANTI-IRAN PROPAGANDA‘ 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 30 Oct 82 p 3 


[Text] The series of actions taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran to expel 
the Jerusalem occupying regime from world bodies such as the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the International Telecommunications Union and the UN 
General Assembly, has aroused various and wrathful reactions in different wings 
of arrogance as well as its visible and hidden agents acting under various 
covers. Among such reactions is the renewed and almost predictable so-called 
humanitarian and peace-seeking fever of international organizations! The duty 
of these organizations is to raise moans and cries of calamity when at any time 
or any place in the world resistance takes place to the crimes and attacks of 
the United States. 


Amnesty International, whose history, its unannounced founding motives, its in- 
visible managers and its activities vis-a-vis the oppressors and the oppressed 
of the world themselves require appropriate mention, issued a report on what it 
called human rights violations in Iran one day after the motion by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran calling for the ouster of the Zionist regime from the United 
Nations, 


This report which was broadcast before its publication by the Persian service 
of the VOA appears at first glance to be of a different mold than other reports 
of this organization. 


A brief comparison between this report and other reports of Amnesty Interna- 
tional issued prior to the revolution concerning the human rights situation in 
Iran shows that for the first time the writers and the compilers of this re- 
port have lost their nerve and have been unable to control their anger against 
the Islamic revolution. This organization, which since its founding until now 
has not resorted to a tone contrary to diplomatic nicety in encounters with 
any of the anti-popular and murderous satellite regimes, has in its recent 
report adopted a childish and nervous condition toward the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 


Amnesty International has not issued any report concerning antirevolutionary 


crimes in Kordestan, has failed to hear the sound of the explosion in the cen- 
tral offices of the Islamic Republican Party which claimed the martyrdom of 
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more than 72 individuals chosen by the Muslim people of Iran including govern- 
ment officials and elected representatives, was not informed of the martyrdom 
of the elected president and the beloved prime minister in an explosion, did 
not become aware of the martyrdom of people in streets and the bazaars by the 
hands of the hypocrites [Mojahedin-e Khalg], and failed to show any reaction 
when the explosion of a truck on Naser Khosrow Street claimed as martyrs a 
large number of persons from the most deprived section of Iran's Muslim society. 
Yet in its report it chooses to refer to these crimes in one stroke as ‘eevenge 
seeking by resistance movements’ -- thus expressing its supportive viewpoint 
toward these murders and atrocious acts. 


When Saudi Arabian guards beat up and villified Iranian pilgrims who were 
merely voicing slogans of ‘Death to America, death to Israel', Amnesty Inter- 
national chose not to protest such savageries nor did it bring itself to con- 
demn even verbally the massacre of thousands of unarmed and defenseless 
Palestinian women, mer. and children in the Sabra and Shatila camps by the Zion- 
ist and Phalangists. Instead, in its report it sympathizes with individuals 
such as Abolfazl Qasemi and tries to show as a massacre of Bahais the punish- 
ment of spies and Zionist agents in Iran among whom there were a number of 
Bahais, and the funny thing is that it does not consider spying for Zionism a 
crime. 


Amnesty International issued its report one day after a motion by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to expel Israel from the United Nations, a report which by 
the admittance of its writers has been based on claims and falsehoods. The 
fact that VOA devoted most of its Wednesday morning l-hour broadcast to the 
Amesty International report shows the importance the Great Satan attaches to 
such timely reports. 


But the oppressed and Muslim people of Iran, who rose up to free themselves 
from the cycle of oppression and planted the young tree of Islamic revolution 
on the summit of history, have prepared themselves against various ruses and 
plots and have sworn before God to protect this young tree and through vigi- 
lance to ignore the treachery of those individuals who are not too happy about 
the revolution. Our Muslim people consider all these humanity-loving out- 
stretched hands and peace-seeking shouts as links in the chain of plots and 
tricks of world arrogance aimed at weakening the Islamic revolution. 


Anti-Iran Propaganda in Britain 


In another case, as a result of recent victories of Iranian fighters and the 
political success of the Islamic Republic of Iran on international fronts, 
particularly following Iran's move to expel tyrant Israel from the United 
Nations, the Zionist-imperialist media began a new wave of propaganda against 
the Islamic revolution but it seems that despite the extensive and unstinting 
help provided by the hypocrites in the preparation of such programs, they can 
garner only more disgrace. 


The BBC government television in its Panorama program--prepared at high cost 
against the Islamic revolution and its uncompromising leader and aired a few 
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nights ago--tried once again to justify the crimes of bombings and the terror- 
izing of defenseless people at the hands of the hypocrites. 


The program included pictures of many of those working in the embassy taken by 
the BBC government television cameramen by means of hidden cameras. By airing 
them on television and making nonsensical accusations against them, it was 
intended to prepare public opinion on the British isle and to give the green 
light for attempts against the lives of the personnel of the embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in London by the hypocrites who enjoy the protection 
of the espionage and terrorist Intelligence Service. 
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ISRAEL 


EGYPTIANS SAID DEPRESSED WITH FAILURE OF ‘ABD-AL-NASIR, SADAT METHODS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 5 Oct 82 pp 9, 10 


[Article by Shim'on Shamir: "Israel-Egypt: War and Peace"] 





[Text] (Cairo--Prof Shamir has been serving for 5 months as director of the 
Israel Academic Center in Cairo). 


The Egyptian calendar, loaded with national holidays, has curiously brought 
together the memorial days for Nasir and al-Sadat. Only 1 week separates 
between the death of the former on 28 September and the murder of the latter 
on 6 October. As a result, Egypt this week is having a public discussion on 
the political directions of both leaders. 


It is interesting to note that the discussion is different from that of the 
past. The two colorful leaders of the 1952 revolution, who are considered 
here to have belonged to the "giants' generation," have caused such a turmoil 
in Egypt that any attempt to assess their life's work has resulted in a highly 
emotional debate. Now, after a year of Mubarak's rule, the discussion of his 
predecessors sounds lukewarm and tired. 


Mubarak's Egypt is sober, frustrated and somber, disenchanted with its leaders. 
(A prominent publicist has written here recently that Egypt now has an Arabic 
word for frustration. Now it needs a word for transition from one frustration 
to another.) .Nasir and al-Sadat stand in Egyptian minds for major projects 
that have been tried and failed. Many Egyptians are now saying that there is 
no profit in Nasirite radical revolution or in al-Sadat's eclectic pragmatism, 
since Nasir-style Arab socialism leads to bureaucracy and paralysis, while 
al-Sadat's methods lead to nonproductive consumption and social tensions. 
Neither the Soviet aid secured by Nasir nor the American aid obtained by 
al-Sadat is capable of solving Egypt's basic problems. 


The circle of despair has now been closed in regard to the policy vis-a-vis 
Israel as well. The two extreme policies of Nasir and al-Sadat in this regard 
are also seen now as a fiasco. While several months ago Egyptians have re- 
garded al-Sadat's peace initiative as a remedy to Nasir's belligerancy, today 
both policies are seen as stumbling blocks that can only harm Egypt. The Six- 
_ Day War and the War of Attrition had convinced the Egyptian public that Nasir's 
relentless enmity toward Israel brought defeat and self-destruction, rather 
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than the promised wictory and glory; while now the events in Lebanon have 
created a general feeling that al-Sadat's peace initiative was based on wrong 
assumptions and brought shame rather than honor to Egypt. Opposition arguments 
and doubts in regard to peace have become this summer a national consensus. 


The depth of this serious development, that has to be understood in the broader 
context of the deep frustration with Egypt's economic situation, has not been 
properly noted in Israel because of the many problems created by the situation 
in Lebanon. In comparison to the dramatic events in Lebanon, the Egyptian 
trends are seen as amorphous and insignificant. But from the vantage point of 
the Egyptians these trends are being felt strongly and constantly. One can 
react to them from different political perspectives, but one must be aware of 
them and understarid them, 


The most serious development in this respect is that Egypt has lost its ration- 
ale for the peace policy. While it is true that the decision of a peace policy 
toward Israel was the result of the destructive consequences of the conflict 
with Israel, in order to make this policy acceptable to the Egyptians and in 
order to base it on a reasonable argument, al-Sadat and his aides had to pro- 
vide a rationale as indeed they did during the elections in a most forceful 
way. The salient points of the rationale were: Egypt did not turn its back 
on the Arab world, but rather has given a mature expression of its responsibi- 
lity; it did not desert the Arab ranks, but rather has shown leadership by 
choosing the best way for the entire Arab world, something which sooner or later 
the entire Arab world would understand and would then follow suit; it has freed 
the region from the scourge of war by reaching an agreement with the Government 
of Israel on "no more war;" the political and diplomatic way chosen by Egypt is 
the most practical and it can lead to more respectable compromises and promote 
the Arab cause where other options have failed; this policy brings the United 
States into the picture and, by getting closer to Egypt and the Arab world, the 
U.S. can better trestrain Israel; it is not true that the peace treaty exposes 
the Arab fronts tio Israeli attacks, since the peace and the dialogue between 
Cairo and Jerusalem prevent such attacks; it is not true that Egypt has aban- 
doned the Palest:inians, but rather through the peace treaties Egypt has made 
more gains for them than ever before, and through those gains Egypt will be- 
able to promote and protect the Palestinian interest in the best way. 





Egyptian Leadership 


This entire conceptual structure has collapsed during the war in Lebanon. 
While it has suffered some setbacks before, such as the bombing of the nuclear 
reactor in Iraq, the annexation of the Golan Heights, the bombing of Beirut 
the first time, the strong handed policy in the territories, now it was com 
pletely demolished. Inasmuch as it hurts them to say it, your Egyptian hosts 
now tell you that the peace treaty has given Israel unprecedented freedom of 
ection, that it has weakened rather than strengthened the Arab world, that it 
has brought a new unparalieled scourge of war, that it did not result in Ameri- 
can muzzling of Israeli actions, that it has not enabled Egypt to effectively 
influence the course of events through its dialogue with Israel, that it has 
not helped the Palestinians in any way and did not prevent their exposure to 
death and destruction. The Egyptians look with dismay at their government's 
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lame attempts to pretend that Egypt is somehow showing leadership in dealing 
with the Lebanon problem; that its diplomatic initiatives, such as the Egyp- 
tian-French plan or the demand to link the ?LO's departure from Beirut to "a 
comprehensive solution of the Palestinian problem," are the practical solutions 
to the problem; that despite the peace Egypt is still a deterrent, having forced 
Israel to put 16 brigades along the Egyptian border and limit its military oper- 
ations; that the lack of reaction to Israeli aggression is a Syrian rather 

an Egyptian failure, etc. 

Almost any Egyptian you talk to these days is willing to admit that Egypt, be- 
cause of its peace ties with Israel, is helpless in the face of developments 
and shamefaced before its domestic as well as foreign critics. The other Arab 
countries scoff at Egypt or ignore it altogether, letting it stand hat in hand 
waiting for an invitation to pan-Arab meetings or visits of Arab leaders (even 
"Arafat). Egypt has stood up with dignity in the past against condemnations 
from abroad, but it was not hard to do it when Egypt was certain of its policy 
and mission; now that Egypt no longer sees itself as a leader with a vision, 

it is not longer easy to do. The Egyptian government can condemn the war in 
Lebanon, but it cannot remove the general feeling that its peace with Israel 
links it in some way to the conflict. While it is true that the scenes of 
death and destruction on television cause many Egyptians to be thankful that 
this is not happening in their land (a professor here has told me that several 
of his students who have been against the peace began to rethink their position 
when they saw the price of war), Egypt cannot put its concern for its own skin 
above all else and expect to legitimize its policy. In short, the reality 
created by the events in Lebanon has left the Egyptian peace policy without 
much legitimate basis. | 


The Government of Israel has not tried to prevent the erosion of its peace part- 
ner's position by looking for a positive role for Egypt in its political activi- 
ties in relation to the questions prompted by the war and by enabling Egypt to 
show to the Arab world that its line of communications with Israel benefits the 
Arab world. On the contrary, it has added fuel to the fire by making public 
statements to the effect that "despite the war in Lebanon the peace with Egypt 
continues to hold." Seen from Cairo, one can hardly think of a better way to 
disgrace the Egyptians in public by showing what their peace with Israel has 
done to their image in the Arab world, and how helpless Egypt has become. Some 
of the more sophisticated Egyptians I have talked to refuse to believe that 
Israel would shake so much the basis on which the peace rests simply because of 
lack of sensitivity or understanding, and are looking for some other explanation. 
Here one can see a new trend. While in the past any accidental or mistaken move 
on Israel's part was explained as a shrewd ploy, today the Egyptians are asking 
why is Israel endangering its relations with Egypt who, after all, is the main 
military power and the key to Israel's strategic position in the region over the 
long term, and why it gives preference to its problems with gangs like the PLO, 
Murabitun and the Phalange who, albeit problematic, have no strategic signifi- 
cance to Israel's existence. Different answers are being given. Some favor the 
"great plot" theory, according to which Israel has a master plan to destroy the 
Palestinian entity. Many, however, are beginning to accept the concept of "fan- 
atic madness" resulting from a twisted mind without logic or political shrewdness. 
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The war in Lebanon, from the days of Tyre and Sidon to Sabra and Shatila, is a 
continuous celebration for the enemies of al-Sadat's peace initiative, who, as 
is well known, include many intellectuals. Some of them have been afraid to 
lose their place in the political center and their ties with the establishment, 
and have restrained themselves. Some of them have hoped that through the peace 
treaty "Egypt would have cut Israel back to its natural size" and along with the 
U.S. would have neutralized "Israel's long military arm." The events in Lebanon 
have ended this hope and have freed all the tongues that wished to express oppo- 
sition to the peace with Israel. The Government of Egypt, knowing that attacks 
on Israel and the peace treaty were also attacks against itself, was not able 

or willing to muzzle the media and prevent it from doing what the world media 
was doing, thus become more implicated. The dams were broken and all the critics 
hastened to condemn Israel's crimes while using the language that was popular 
before the peace initiative. Israel was presented as barbaric, racist, fascist, 
looking to expand from the Nile to the Euphrates. Once again the Arab world 

had to be saved from the "Zionist cancer." One columnist has written on the 

eve of Rosh Hashana that the Palestinians who wish to throw the Jews into the 
sea are following the Jewish religious customs of Tashlih in order to purge the 
Arab world from evil. 


The spearhead of this attack was directed at the essence of the State of Israel, 
lest one may think that the evil is limited to certain actions in place and time. 
Once again the anti-Semitic canards that had been relegated to the political 
fringe were brought to center-stage in order to denounce the Israeli character, 
as was done in the past. The only difference might be, as an Egyptian minister 
has explained to me, that "in the past the Egyptian elite knew deep down that it 
was propaganda, while now it knows it is true." 


I cannot fully estimate the damage done to Israel's image because of this attack. 
But there is no doubt that many efforts they and us have made during the past 5 
years to improve our image and understanding have been wasted. Perhaps we 
should not be overly concerned with the unbridled statements of those who have 
been our sworn enemies all along. But one cannot remain indifferent to the 
reactions of the small camp of friends who have supported the peace as a matter 
of principle and faith, those who through word and deed have us reason to believe 
that full reconciliation was imminent. During the first days of the war when 
Beirut was being bombed, an Egyptian judge, a friend of many Israelis whose 
liberal views brought threats on his life by Muslim fanatics, phoned me and said 
in a voice choked with tears, "You have sacrificed not only them but also us, 
your friends in Egypt; I won't be able to show my face to those wno have dis- 
agreed with me and who now are proven right." 


Undermining Friends' Credibility 


The credibility of those Egyptian intellectuals who for several years prior to 
al-Sadat's arrival in Jerusalem argued for peace as more than a necessity forced 
on Egypt by circumstances was badly damaged. These intellectuals, who may not 
represent the mainstream of Egyptian culture but who stand out because of their 
stature, saw the peace as a matter of "advanced civilization," to use the term 
of Nagib Mahfuz. They regarded Israel as the focus of art and science and a 
progressive force that will help enlighten Egypt. They cannot repeat these 
arguments today in Egypt without being laughed at. 
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In the government too there were leaders who supported accelerated normalization 
of relations with Israel as a source of blessing for Egypt. Economic leaders, 
like Dr Mustafa Khalil, who during his last visit to Tel Aviv University entered 
into a public conflict with Butrus Ghali on this issue, or cultural leaders like 
Dr Yusaf Shawqi, who exceeded to limits set on his cultural exchange program. 
Now the rug was pulled from under their feet, and it is no wonder that some of 
them, out of fear for their public status, were among the first who have de- 
nounced Israel in the harshest terms. 


We can and should protest the unbridled way in which Israel is now being attacked 
by Egypt, and the hypocrisy of the one-sided reporting of the war. But to the 
best of my judgment, the feelings of revulsion in Egyptian society did not re- 
sult from the exaggerations of the media but from the factual material trans- 
mitted by local television from reliable Western sources. Rather than the 
caricatures making Israel appear monstrous, the ugly image of Israel feeds the 
monstrosity of the caricatures. 


Against this backdrop, the statement of Israeli government sources that "the 
peace with Egypt was not harmed" sounds ironic. Only someone who regards peace 
as a piece of paper that has remained in effect and a ceasefire that was not 
violated, can think in such terms. Anyone who approaches peace as a network of 
relations, as the acceptance of the other side, as a conceptual system, cannot 
help but see a different picture. The superstructure of peace may have remained, 
the embassies are there, the border is open, flights take off, the academic cen- 
ter operates, the oil flows and the forces are separated, but the foundations of 
the building have suffered great damage. Until Sabra and Shatila the Egyptian 
government was able to defend the moral aspect of the peace. The real drama 
took place under the surface. There the system was attacked and undermined-- 
the assertions and the projections, the goals and the priorities, and all the 
givens that made peace possible. 





There is no way of telling whether the structure of peace will collapse in the 
end or will remain standing. One thing can be pointed out: If indeed the peace 
collapses, let no one say that it was doomed to fail from the beginning without 
any relation to the actions and inaction of the Israeli policy. Anyone who was 
here in May, after the withdrawal from the Sinai, and saw the public awakening 
of sentiment for closer ties with Israel, anyone who was here during the "Beirut 
period" and saw how Egyptians were reacting to each event in Lebanon, will not 
accept such a fatalistic view, although it happens to be popular in several places 
in Israel. This is why there is critical significance to the debate now taking 
place in Israel, fully reported in the Egyptian media, that will not only influ- 
ence Israeli policy but also the chances of the peace to survive. 


Peace may continue for the simple reason that everything continues in Egypt. 

At the beginning of this article I have mentioned that the faith in al-Sadat's 

way as the answer to Nasir's failure has been undermined, and yet they continue 
to follow it, having no other choice. The depth of frustration in Egypt today 

is not that both ways have failed, but that no third alternative can be found. 
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ISRAEL 


FUNDS APPROPRIATED FOR DEVELOPMENT IN ARAB AREAS 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 3 Oct 82 p 5 
[Article by Muhammad Sharif Khaliliyah: "Developing Electric Network" ] 


[Text] The Ministry of Energy in cooperation with the Supreme Interdepartmental 
Committee for Bedouin Affaris has allocated, at the recommendation of the office 
of Arab Affairs Adviser, 17 million shekels for developing the electric network 
in Arab villages in Israel. The allocation is aimed at eight villages that 
have added new developments. Three Bedouin villages in northern Israel will 
also be connected to the network: Qa'abiyah and Hajajrah near Qiriat Tiv'on, 
and ‘Aqbarah near Safed. 


The adviser's office has recommended 1 million shekels for Qa'abiyah, and 
500,000 shekels for Hajajrah. Funds were also allocated for expanding the 
electric system in the village of Ramah and in several large villages in the 
north. The Ministry of Energy reports that by the end of 1983 there will not 
be an Arab village in Israel without electricity. In addition to the above 
allocations, the Bedouin Affaris Committee has allocated 5.5 million shekels 
for developing local roads in Qa'abiyah and completing a new elementary school 
in this Bedouin village. 


Developing Waterworks 


This year the Ministry of Agriculture has allocated 10 million shekels for 
developing waterworks in Arab villages and for replacing water pipes and build- 
ing water towers in the villages. 


A survey by the Arab authorities, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Adviser's 
office shows that in dozens of Arab villages pipes had to be urgently replaced. 
The average age of those underground pipes was over 20 years. During that period 
the population of those villages has doubled and the water consumption has grown 
three and four fold. Each home now has bathrooms, a washing machine and a garden. 
There are many leaks in the pipes, causing losses for the local authorities and 
for the state, worsening the water shortage. 


Dentistry in Kupat Holim Clinics in the Arab Community 
The Kupat Holim center has decided to introduce dentistry to its clinics in the 


Arab community. This was reported by Yusuf Khamis, member of the central comni- 
tee of Kupat Holim who is in charge of the program in the Arab community. Khamis, 
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who has toured the area of Acre and the Upper Galilee and visited the program 
there, has said that according to the plan announced by the center, dental 
clinics will be operating in several large communities, such as Nazareth, 
Shfar'am, Um al Fahm and Taybeh within 1 year. 


It should be pointed out that Kupat Holim has expanded its services last year 
for minorities's members of the Histadrut and their families. Special efforts 
were made in the Valley of Jezreel area for building a clinic in Yafiyeh and 
opening a third clinic in Nazareth, as well as a new clinic in ‘Ilut. 


Renewed Effort for Making Peace between Kafer Yasir and Julis 


The committee for making peace between the villages of Julis and Kafer Yasif 
has renewed its work this week after a freeze of nearly 1 year. 


Representatives of the committee have met with members of the three families 
of the victims of the Julis-Yasif-Abu Snan villages, "Muslim-Druze Fighters," 
and presented the plan for a peaceful settlement. 


According to the plan, each family of victims from Kafer Yasif will receive a 
compensation of 500,000 shekels, and the other two families 150,000 shekels 
each. The members of the three families did not object to the proposal, but 
asked for time to discuss the offer with other family members. 


The spiritual leader of Israeli Druze, Shaykh Amin Tarif, gave his blessing 
to the renewal of the efforts and wished the committee success. Peace will 
soon be declared between the Julis and Kafer Yasif villages. In the bloody 
clashes between the two villages in 1981, four men were killed and several 
wounded, in addition to damages of property, homes and cars. 


Daburiyah--A Model Village 


The local council of Daburiyah on the slopes of Mount Tabor in the Valley of 
Jezreel has successfully completed this week several development projects 
adding up to over 500 million shekels. 


Asad ‘Azayzah, the council head who has served until 4 years ago as the budgets’ 
officer of the Ministry of the Interior in the northern district, now serving 

as a lecturer in accounting, said that despite the fiscal problems of the state 
and the local authorities, each local council, Arab or Jewish, can use its 
limited resources to develop its community. This is predicated on the council 
head working on the community's affairs and including the residents in his plans. 


In recent time the council of Daburiyah has been able to pave roads along 100 km 
(all the local roads and streets are paved), build schools (the villages do not 
use rented quarters) and sports facilities for soccer, basketball and volley 
ball, some with lighting. Fences have been built and the access road to the 
village and to Mount Tabor was expanded, leading to the tourist attraction in 
the area. In addition, a council house was built on a area of 170 square meters. 
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This village has now become a model community. It is the first Arab village 
planning a swimming pool, now being bidded on. The council head takes the 


credit for this change in the village. 


He did not hesitate to expropriate 


an empty lot belonging to a church and use it for public needs. Public 
buildings are now being built on that lot. 
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ISRAEL 


ARAB AFFAIRS ADVISER DESCRIBES LEADERSHIP, PLO ACTIVITIES IN TERRITORIES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARAKHOT in Hebrew No 283, Jul 82 pp 22-26 


[Article by Zadok Kraim, Arab affairs adviser to the activities coordinator 
in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip: "Political Leadership in Judea, 
Samaria and the Gaza Strip Facing the Challenge of Camp David"--written 
before the “Peace in Galilee" operation. ] 


[Text] Introduction 


The Camp David agreements discuss in a practical manner the fate of the 
Arab inhabitants of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip. These agreements 
brought about a political awakening and activities that departed in scope 
and intensity from past measures. At the center of this activity is the 
demand from political elements in the territories for the establishment of 
a Palestinian state while adherence to the PLO as the sole representative 
of the Palestinians is emphasized. 


Just as a rejection front to the Camp David agreements was formed in the 
Arab world (including most of the Arab states), so in Judea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip a rejection front has arisen that rejects the agreements. This 
front includes the majority of the political community supporting the PLO, 
supporters of Jordan, Communists and various organizations. The opposition 
to the agreements is supported from the outside and is led by both the PLO 
and Jordan. 


It should be noted that the population in Judea and Samaria (750,000 
inhabitants) includes about 30 percent city dwellers and about 70 percent 
villagers. The urban population constitutes the political element, which 
determines the mood and tries to force its positions on the entire population. 
The villagers, who constitute the "silent majority," are, on the other hand, 
motivated more by their interest in making a living, and their involvement 
in political activity is minor. In the Gaza Strip (about 450,000 inhabi- 
tants), there are a large number of refugees (more than 50 percent), most 
of whom are in camps. They also are preoccupied with the problem of making 
a living, while the political base is mainly among the inhabitants of the 
city of Gaza. 


To understand the attitude of the Arab community in Judea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip toward the Camp David agreements and toward the autonomy talks, 
it is necessary to examine the political faction existing in the area, their 
positions and activities and the extent of their influence among the 
population. 
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The PLO's Position in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip 


The results of the Yom Kippur War brought about political changes in Judea, 
Samaria and the Gaza Strip, while at the same time, with the rise in the 
PLO stature in the world as a whole and particularly in the Arab world, the 
PLO's standing in the territories was also strengthened. The main reasons 
for that were: 


A. The damage, as a result of the war, to Israel's image of strength and 
its ability to deter the Arabs. 


B. The increase in the political power and influence of the Arab oil-pro- 
ducing states, who pressured the Western countries to give more and more 
support to the Arab positions and to recognize the PLO as the representative 
of the Palestinians. 


C. The retreat in Jordan's position on Judea and Samaria as a result of 
the Arab summit meetings in Rabat (in October 1974). when King Husayn was 
forced to agree to the formula according to which "the PLO is the sole 
representative of the Palestinians and territory any that is liberated from 
Palestine will be transferred to the PLO." Even if this agreement was for 
tactical purposes and the result of pressure (and there is plenty of evidence 
that Jordan did not give up its desire to regain sovereignty over Judea and 
Samaria), the demonstration of loyalty by Jordan to the decisions of the 
Rabat conference brought about a weakening in the traditional pro-Jordanian 
leadership in Judea and Samaria and paved the way for the rise of youthful 
leaders who support the PLO. 


But the event that contributed most conspicuously to strengthening the PLO 
position in Judea and Samaria was the municipal election held in 1976 by the 
military government. This election enabled the PLO supporters to control 
key positions in the majority of municipalities in the area. Since 1976, 
the PLO hold on the political community has strengthened; it has been aided 
by those mayors who have identified with the aims of the organization and 
have begun to unveil extreme actions against the Government of Israel and 
the military government in the territories. The most conspicuous of the 
mayors in their hostile actions were the mayors of Nablus, Ramallah and 
Al-Birah (Bassam Shak'ah Karim Khalaf and Ibrahim Tawil, who were recently 
removed) and the mayors of Hebron and Halhul (Fahd Kawasma and Mahmud Milhim 
who were expelled in May 1980). These mayors used different platforms for 
attacking the military government and Israel's policies, while distorting 
the facts, granting interviews to the local and foreign media, sending 
memorandums and petitions, holding meetings without a permit and instigating 
the population against the authorities. 


To consolidate its hold on the area, the PLO was also aided by organizations 
and institutions, of which the main ones are unions, charitable organizations, 
educational institutions and the press, as detailed below. 


Unions: workers, doctors, engineers, lawyers, women, etc. These bodies 
constitute frontal organizations that unite a large class of professionals 
and serve as control centers for PLO loyalists in the various sectors of the 
population. 


39 














Charitable organizations: Officially these organizations handle charity, 
but in reality most of them are engaged in political activity, mainly 
among families of security prisoners, political detainees, etc. 


Educational institutions: First and foremost, the universities in Judea 
and Samaria, which have in recent years become institutions with a 
nationalistic orientation. Three of the most conspicuous universities in 
this area will be listed. Their leader is Bir Zeit University, which was 
the first institution to receive university status under Israeli rule. 
(Jordanian rule at the time prevented the development of universities. ) 
The student body of Bir Zayt University, often with (the active) aid of 
the school's administration and its teachers serves as instigators for 
causing disorder and protesting against the authorities. 


The president of the university, Dr Nasir, was expelled in 1974 for insti- 
gation, but he continues to hold the title and administers the institution 
from afar. Last year, Dr Nasir was appointed as a member of several PLO 
institutions: the executive committee, the National Palestinian Council, 
the Joint Committee to the PLO and Jordan. He was also appointed by the 
PLO as the person in charge of higher education in the territories. By 
virtue of his position, he is capable of guiding the institutions of higher 
education in acting according to the PLO line. 


Al-Najah University in Nablus is a life-long endeavor of the al-Mazari 
family, which is pro-Jordanian, but in the last 2 years leftist elements 
headed by Bassam Shak'ah are trying to remove the al-Mazaris from adminis- 
tration of the institution and limit their influence, so that they could 
lead the university to a more nationalistic stance. 


Bethlehem University, originally a Christian institution under the Order of 
the Friars, is gradually changing its character, and this year the majority 
of its students (about 60 percent) is Muslim. Last year an Arab was even 
appointed president of the institution to comply with one of the conditions 
for its acceptance by the Arab Universities Union. 


The Press: In East Jerusalem, a few daily newspapers are published in 
Arabic and are distributed in the territories. Two of them (AL-FAJR and 
AL-SHA'AB) are newspapers supported by the PLO and are identified with the 
militant line of the terrorist organizations. (The third important daily 
newspaper is AL-QUDS, which is pro-Jordanian.) These newspapers, along with 
the organ of the Communist Party (AL-TALI'AH which is not allowed to be 
distributed in the territories), constitute the main voice for forming a 
hostile atmosphere in the area and contribute to the instigation of the 
population in the spirit and under the guidance of the PLO. In addition, 
these newspapers often violate the censorship, which they view as part of 
the "struggle" against the occupation. 


Another political factor that serves as an active ally of the PLO supporters 
is the Communist Party. In the past, its members were affiliated with the 
Jordanian Communist Party, but in the last few months they have left it and 
established the Independent Palestinian Communist Party, (which recognizes 
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the right of the state of Israel of exist alongside a Palestinian state, 

as opposed to the PLO, which supports the liquidation of the state of Israel). 
The PLO supporters and the Communists found a way to cooperate tactically to 
struggle against the Israeli rule. The Communists contribute the organiza- 
tional base for the local leadership bodies that have been established, and 
the PLO faithfully grants legitimacy to elements that normally are considered 
traitors to the nationalist line. 


Attempts to Establish Super-Regional Leadership Bodies--The Palestinian 
National Front 


The Palestinian National Front was established in the second half of 1973 by 
the Communist organizations in Judea and Samaria in cooperation with repre- 
sentatives of the terrorist organizations. The PNF activists defined it at 
its creation as "the arm of the PLO in the territories." Contact with the 
PLO was through the Bureau of Occupied Territories in the PLO and through 
personal contacts in Jordan. At first, members of the PNF were engaged in 
armed activities; they instigated and collected weapons. Arrests and ex- 
pulsions of these individuals during 1973-74 put an end to that activity. 


Beginning at the end of 1976 and the beginning of 1977, attempts to renew 
the PNF were noticed. At first, Fatah had reservations about this activity 
(because of internal rivalry with the leftist organizations), but this dis- 
appeared after Sadat's visit to Israel in November 1977 and as a result of 
the need to create widely based opposition in the territories to the peace 
process and to the autonomy plan. To prepare the ground for the revival of 
the PNF, the Planning Committee of the PNF was organized in November 1977. 
This body was established to reach an organization-wide agreement on the PNF 
goal. The Planning Committee served as the supreme body of the PNF, acted in 
secret and coordinated its activities with the PLO. The Planning Committee 
included eight members: three mayors (Shak'ah, Khalaf and Mahmud Milhim), 
representatives of the large terrorist organizations (Fatah, the Popular 
Front and the Democratic Front), a Gaza Strip representative and a Communist 
representative. 


The PNF platform, prepared in 1979, emphasized unconditional support for PLO 
principles, and policies were outlined for PNF activities in the territories. 
The main points of the platform included opposition to the "Zionist occupa- 
tion," the establishment of a Palestinian state headed by the PLO and opposi- 
tion to the Camp David agreements, the autonomy plan and the settlements. In 
October 1979, the Planning Committee was declared an illegal organization and 
each of its eight members received an injunction forbidding his activity in 
this organization. Since then, the activity of the Planning Committee has 
ceased. 


The National Guidance Committee, known in Arabic as (Lajnat al-tawjih al- 
Watani) was established on 1 October 1978 at a conference in Bayt Hanina, 
one of many conferences taking place at the time to express oppositon to the 
Camp David agreements. The aims in establishing the National Guidance 
Committee were: 
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A. To follow political developments so as to be able to chart the means for 
the struggle against the Camp David agreements and the autonomy plan. 


B. To consolidate the leadership that will represent the public in the 
territories and neutralize attempts by the moderates to take separate 
initiatives, 


C. To organize "openly and legitimately" protest ections that will serve 
the aims of the committee. 


The committee consisted of 24 members who represented all nationalist ele- 
ments, including mayors, union representatives, the press, education and 
religion. Most of the members of the committee were supporters of the leftist 
organizations in the PLO. With the outlawing of the Planning Committee of 
the PNF, the National Guidance Committee took the leading role in the region. 
It constituted the connecting link between the PLO and the public in the 
territories and instigated the inhabitants against the Camp David agreements 
and various steps taken by the military government. The heads of the 
National Guidance Committee instigated the inhabitants against any attempt 
viewed by them as intending to initiate autonomy. The activities brought 
about a deterioration in the situation in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, 
which reached its peak in the murder in the Hadassah House in Hebron (on 

2 May 1980) and later in the struggle and the instigation of the population 
against the establishment of the military administration (Nov-Dec 1981). 

The activities of the National Guidance Committee were neutralized in May 
1980 (after the murder in Hebron) and it was outlawed in March 1982. 


Political Positions Among the Population in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip 


The attitude of most of the political community in Judea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip toward the Camp David agreements was similar to the positions 
taken by Jordan and the PLO. Since both of these elements negated the agree- 
ments and rejected the idea of autonomy, officials in the territories followed 
their line. The PLO constantly instigated the population against any attempt 
that they perceived as intended to apply autonomy and was ready to frustrate 
it by threats, by terror and'by actively liquidating those who supported 
autonomy. Already in 1978 a few people were murdered in Judea and Samaria, 
the most prominent of them (Jancho) from Ramallah. In the Gaza Strip, the 
Imam of Gaza, Hisham (Chozindar), who known for his support for the Camp 
David agreements, was murdered in June 1979, along with 13 other Arabs 
(during the period October 1980-January 1981) who were identified as moder- 
ates, the most prominent of them being the deputy mayor of Jabaliya, Mahmud 
Abu Warda, who also supported the autonomy plan. 


These liquidations deterred a few of the individuals who openly supported 
autonomy and to this day constitute a deterrent for other individuals to 
openly support the autonomy negotiations. It should be noted that the poli- 
tical community in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip is not hemogeneous in 
its positions and attitude toward Israel and to a political solution in the 
area. There are three main groups: 














A. Mayors and public figures who are extremists: These identify completely 
with the PLO, and mainly with the leftist organizations within it, and do 
the work of the organization in the area. These people instigate the public 
to constantly struggle against israeli rule and are opposed to any coopera= 
tion with the government, even on the minimal basis of the orderly adminis- 
tration of daily life. This group includes most of the members of the 
National Guidance Committee. 


B. People who support correct relations with the government in everything 
that is related to the current administration of daily life but demand a 
political solution that conflicts with the national consensus in Israel, 

the establishment of a Palestinian state alongside Israel. Among these 
people are included most of the people of the former Jordanian establishment. 


C. Pragmatic people who are searching for a formula for peaceful coexistence 
with Israel and regard Israeli authority as legitimate until an all-inclusive 
political solution for the area is found. Included in this group are men- 
bers of the village leagues; the main basis for their activities and their 
relations with the Israeli Government is economic, a desire to improve the 
standard of living in rural areas, which was neglected in the past and which 
is not taken care of by the municipalities in the region. This group in 
recent months came under heavy attack from the PLO and its supporters be- 
cause its leaders claim that the PLO does not represent the population in 
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip. The Jordanians also came out against the 
village leagues, apparently to express their displeasure with the fact that 
they did not coordinate their measures with the Jordanian Government. 


Today, the dominant group in the area is the group of extremists who are 
trying to hold the leadership reins in the region. These people do not 
demonstrate independence in taking political positions and they act in 
accordance with the PLO line and directions. What conspicuously typifies 
their public positions is the double talk they use on the question of a 
political solution, which is adopted from PLO tactics. In front of Western 
elements they refrain from talking about liquidating the state of Israel but 
emphasize their demand for an independent Palestinian state, usually while 
blurring the question of its boundaries. Nonetheless, in not a few of their 
pronouncements these people have emphasized that the basis for a solution in 
the region is the partition borders of 1947. 


In front of Arab elements and in their activities in the area, they express 
themselves in an extreme fashion, including a call for the liquidation of the 
state of Israel. 


Most of these people are faithful to the line of the leftist organizations 
of the PLO, and especially the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
[PFLP] of George Habash and The Democratic Front of Naylf Hawatma, while 
identifying with the National Palestinian Charter. 


To highlight these positions, perhaps a few quotations by several persons 
should be noted: 
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Karim Khalaf (former mayor of Ramallah) said in an interview with AL-HADAF, 
"Palestine is not Ramallah or Nablus, but Nazareth, Jaffa and Haifa--these 
are Palestine. The return of Jerusalem, Ramallah, Nablus, Bethlehem or 
Hebron obligates the return of Jaffa, Haifa and Um al Hacham." 


In another interview (with the Austrian paper DIE PRESSE on 2 July 1980) he 
said: "The only solution is war, because the Israelis do not want peace. 
In a few years we will be victorious and Israel will no longer exist." 


Fauad Kawasma (former mayor of Hebron) said in an interview with Arab news- 
papers (August 1977): "Any negotiations that do not end with the destruction 
of Israel are going to fail." 


Rashid al-Shawa (mayor of Gaza) said in an interview with the Syrian news- 
paper AL-THAWRAH (March 1980) that, "The existence of Israel is a mistake, 
founded on erroneous grounds. We are convinced that the destruction of 
Israel and that entity is an historical necessity." 


These are but a few of the typical expressions of public figures who support 
the PLO and who until recently served as leaders of public political activity 
in the areas. More than that, these people were not satisfied with words 

and declarations, they moved from words to deeds; in the last 2 years they 
have tried from time to time to instigate the territories to create chaos 

and serve the purposes of the PLO. 


What typifies the hostile ectivities, including the disruption of order in 
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, since the Camp David agreements is their 
direction from above--either through the initiative of the political comnuni- 
ty in the area or of the PLO. Political sabotage in the territories has 
become no less important for the PLO as a means of insurrection than the 
terrorist activity with the aim of creating continuous turbulence in the 
territories in order to attract international public opinion. 


Furthermore, due to the disturbances and the increase in extremism, moderates 
were forced to toe the line with the extremists and pay lip service to the 
PLO, out of fear of physical attacks by PLO supporters who accused them of 
cooperating with the authorities. During most of that period, there were 
continuous hostile activities (with increases and decreases), with the excep- 
tion of the period between the murder in Hadassah House and the establishment 
of the civilian administration (Nov 1981), when there was relative calm. 

This peace stemmed from the steps taken by the security forces against those 
who disturbed order and senior members of the Committee for Guidance 
Direction and because of the absence of meaningful political provocations 
that could have brought about turmoil within the political community. This 
occurred at that: time because of a prolonged freeze on the autonomy talks. 


The activities during this stormy period included: 


A. Repeated disturbances of the peace, including demonstrations, many 
business strikes, waving of the Palestinian flag, the distribution of mani- 
festos and declarations denouncing Israel and for the rights of the PLO and 
the throwing of stones at (military and civilian) vehicles; eventually they 
even began to throw fire bombs at soldiers and civilians. 
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B. The initiation of protests on a large scale in response to decisions and 
steps taken by the Israeli Government: and the military government (such as 
the decision to expel Bassam Shakah'--November-December 1979, the closing 

of Bir Zayt University at different times as a result of disturbances on 
campus and so on). 


C. The holding of political meetings without permits, either on historical 
dates or as protests. At these meetings, decisions strident in character 
and style were passed, and the following calls were repeated: 


Rejection of the Camp David agreements and autonomy plan. 
The Establishment of an independent ?alestinian state headed by the PLO. 


Expression of opposition, including action against the settlement of Jews 
in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip. The main hostile activities are sum- 
marized in the table [below]. 


Rejection of the Camp David Agreements--A Failure of Leadership in the 
Territories 


The political community in Judea and Samaria did not have the wisdom to 

take the leadership reins in the area on the national level. This community 
so far has not demonstrated independence in making decisions and is 
influenced to a great extent by outside forces, mainly the PLO and Jordan 

in Judea and Samaria and the PLO and Egypt in the Gaza Strip. Generally, it 
could be said that there is no political body today in the territories that 
could be seen as a partner for the autonomy negotiations. 


Nevertheless, it: should be noted that there are many public figures in the 
territories who express pessimism and disappointment at the possibility of 
achieving a solution in the foreseeable future, as long as those who pretend 
to be the leaders of the Palestinians (with the support of the extremist 
Arab countries) reject compromise proposals, including the autonomy idea. 

In this connection, the declaration of Ilyas Furayj, the mayor of Bethlehen, 
who in recent months called on the PLO to give up the military struggle 
(useless, according to him), and recognize Israel and present it "with a 
peace challenge," should be noted. Such opinions are expressed by other 
people in conversations with government figures. These people are not will- 
ing at this stage to take a risk with public pronouncements out of fear of 
physical attacks by the PLO and ite supporters in the area. 


It could be summarized that the political leadership in Judea, Samaria and 
the Gaza Strip have not faced the challenge of the Camp David agreements 

and did not have the wisdom to take advantage of the possibility of a politi- 
cal solution in the territories, even if at the end of a transitional period 
the final status of the territcries were determined in negotiations in which 
the Palestinian inhabitants of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip take part. 
It can be seen that the true test of any leadership of the Palestinian in- 
habitants in the areas is the ability to achieve political solutions based 

on cooperation and peaceful coexistence with Israel. By rejecting the 
autonomy plan and by their unwillingness to participate in negotiations and 
to take on themselves the responsibility for their fate, the mayors and public 
figures in the areas have failed, As far as they are concerned, they did 

not even try to test Israel's intentions. 
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Table 


Causes for Disorders in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip From Signing of 
the Camp David Agreements to March 1982 (Summary) 


Opposition to the Camp David agreements Oct 78=Jan 79 


President Carter's Visits to Israel and Egypt 
and the signing of the peace agreement Mar 79-Jun 79 


"The Shaka Affair"--decision to expel the mayor of Nablus, Nov 79-Jan 80 
Basam Shaka (for his pronouncements justifying the murder 
on Haifa Road) and the cancellation of the decision 


1. Exchange of ambassadors between Israel and Egypt Feb 80-Jun 80 


2. Decision by the Israeli Government to settle Jews in 
Hebron (Height of deterioration: the murder in the 
Hadassah House, 2 May 82, and the assault on the mayors 
of Nablus and Ramallah, 2 June 80) 


Events of Palestine Week at Bir Zayt University and the Nov 80-Dec 80 
closing of the institution for a week 


1. Opposition to the establishment of the civilian 
administration in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, 
Nov-Dec 81” 


2. Physician's strike in the Gaza Strip against the value- 
added tax. 


3. Decision to divide the city of Rafiah, to take place on 
26 April 82 


4. Closing of Bir Zeit University because of disturbances: 
4 Nov 81, 17 Feb 82 


5. Dismissal of the mayors of Nablus and Ramallah, Nov 81-Mar 82 
March 82 





* Despite the fact that during part of the period (January and the first 
part of February 1982) there was relative calm, the entire period could be 
seen as being a difficult one with waves of continuing disorders; in the 
background were different causes, the central one being opposition to the 
establishment of the civilian administration. 
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‘ 


UMM AL-QURA CORRESPONDENT INTERVIEWS LOCAL WEST BANK OFFICIAL 
New Janin Mayor 
Hebron UMM AL-QURA in Arabic 19 Aug 82 p 8 


[Interview by UMM AL-QURA correspondent with Shahab al-Sanuri, Mayor of Janin, 
date unknown: "UMM AL-QURA Correspondent in Janin"] 


[Text] Our correspondent went to the city of Janin where he conducted this in- 
terview with Mr Shihab al-Sanuri, the new mayor of Janin. The following con- 
versation took place between them: 


[Question] "Your Honor, Mayor Shihab, when did you accept your office as mayor 
of Janin?" 


[Answer] "I accepted my job as mayor of the town on 6 July 1982." 
[Question] "Mr Mayor, what was your profession before you accepted this office?" 


[Answer] "I am a masonry contractor and I own quarries and a stone mill in 
Janin." 


[Question] "How long were you a businessman, Sir, and what were the incentives 
that inclined you toward this position?" 


[Answer] "This question of yours distresses me; please excuse me for not an- 
swering it." At this point, Dr Majid al-'Abushi, Chief of Surgery in Janin 
hospital and a member of the new town council, replied, saying to me: "Mayor 
Shihab did not consider this position at all, in view of his widespread activi- 
ties. However, based on the wishes of the city's notable personalities and the 
urging of the overwhelming majority of the residents; in view of the deteriora- 
tion of conditions in Janin and the bad management of the previous mayor and 
the members of the town council, such that all utilities ceased in the city, 
which came to be without light and water; and in view of the lack of an individ- 
ual who was fully qualified, we considered the mayor the appropriate person for 
this office. Agreement was reached by the city administration after he was 
recommended by all and by 97 percent of the residents." 
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[Question] "How did you find the city's progress after you accepted this office, 
and what are the most important matters you have handled?" 


[Answer] "I found the town in serious trouble, most importantly due to finan- 
cial deficit with accumulated debts. First I began to deal with the water and 
electricity. For a long time the cost of the water had not been paid to the 
authority responsible for the well in Bayt Ayba. 


"As for the electrical generators, they did not have enough fuel to run them 

for one hour. I contacted the administrator Zayd, and explained to him the sit- 
uation. He, in turn, contacted the officials, and in less than three hours the 
fuel tankers unloaded their cargo into the town's wells [sic]. Thus, we had 
fnsured the illumination of the city with electricity. As regards the water 
problem, the administrator contacted the authority responsible for this and ask- 
ed them to defer levying the cost of the water on the municipal administration 
for a period of six months. They were asked to pump the water at a rate of 150 
cups [sic] of water instead of 85 cups as in the past. The administrator pre- 
sented the town a check in the amount of 750,000 shekels to pay some debts. 

All of this was done within three hours of my acceptance of the office of mayor." 
[Question] "Mr Mayor, do you have a schedule of operations for projects the 
town is determined to carry out?" 


[Answer] "Yes. We have an extensive schedule of operations. The first project 
to be carried out was clearing and paving street number 70, which lies in the 
middle of the city, complete with sidestreets, in view of its importance. This 
was at the expense of the city's administration. Before us now, under study, 

is a plan to build an elementary school for boys composed of 20 classrooms and 
an estimated area of about 1000 square meters. It will cost about 5 million 
shekels. 


"Second: We will also shortly finish building the laboratory of the girls' sec- 
ondary school and furnish it with the most modern test equipment. 


"Third: Agreement has also been reached with the city's administration to com- 
plete construction of the second wing of the Janin hospital. With this, there 
will be room in the hospital for thirty beds more than before. Then the sur- 
gery room in this wing will be equipped with the most modern surgical equipment 
required. All of these costs will be covered by the city's administration." 


[Question] "Mr Mayor, do you believe that the town can now fulfill the needs of 
the residents, or that there are still some difficulties, and what has the num- 
ber of refugees per day reached?" 


[Answer] "I do not think there are any complaints from any citizens. Work in 
the town is proceeding better than before. The number of refugees here exceeds 
250 per day." 


[Question] "What is your opinion of the current events in Lebanon? What advice 


do you have for our friends and relatives on the West Bank and in the [Gaza?] 
Sector?" 
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[Answer] "The periodic war in Lebanon causes me much pain. And how my pain in- 
creases, when I hear about the increasing number of victims and the prolifs-ration 
of violent actions by all of the warring parties. 


"As fot my advice to our relatives here and there, do you believe that a single 
one of them will listen to it? or act on it? In any case, I have nothing to 
Say except that we Palestinians, especially after recent events in Lebanon, 
have come to be in dire need of non-radical leadership which enjoys wisdom and 
farsightedness, to lead us to shores of safety and peace, rather than continu- 
ous warfare and bloodshed. I am confident that our Palestinian people will per- 
ceive the truth and act for the sake of peace. May God guide us onto a stable 
course." 


[Question] "What is your opinion, Sir, of the newspaper UMM AL-QURA?" 


[Answer] "Though I have not read it previously, I have now acquired extensive 
knowledge of it, thanks to these valuable figures which you have provided me 
now. I hope you come to me regularly. I wish progress and prosperity for UMM 
AL-QURA in the domain of the press, and that its name become UMM AL-MUDUN WAL- 
QURA [Mother of Cities and Villages]." 


On the occasion of this visit the UMM AL-QURA correspondent and its administra- 
tive staff thank the mayor and members of the town council and wish them con- 
tinued success in serving their people. God grant them success. 


Silat al-Zahr Official 
Hebron UMM AL-QURA in Arabic 13 Sep 82 p 8 


[Interview by UMM AL-QURA correspondent with Yunis Kamal al-Hantuli, President 
of the Silat al-Zahr League, date unknown: "Interview with Abu Fomal, Presi- 
dent of the Silat al-Zahr District League."] 


[Text] Our correspondent paid a visit to the Silat el-Zahr League and met with 
its president, Mr Yunis Kamal al-Hantuli. The following conversation took place 
between them: 


[Question] "Yunis, when was the League founded, and what is its purpose and 
aim?" 


[Answer] "The League was founded on 12 January 1982. As for the purpose for 
which the League was founded, it is primarily to rebuild and repair our villages 
and serve their citizens in order to become an active element, fighting to build 
an ideal village society." 


[Question] "What projects has the League carried out for your village and the 
fourteen villages affiliated with it?" 


49 




















[Answer] "In Silat al-Zahr a secondary school for girls was built, costing 
87,000 Jordanian dinars, of which 40,000 dinars was the share of the Jordanian 
government, 42,000 dinars was the share of the municipal administration, and 
5,000 dinars was donated by one of the citizens. This was so that we could 
spare our girls in the village and in the neighboring villages the trouble of 
travelling to the Nablus and Janin schools. The village was also tied into the 
water and electricity networks, which cost more than 400,000 shekels. This is 
in addition to building a center for the village council, costing more than 
250,000 shekels. These are the projects which have been completed in our vil- 
lage; as for the other villages, the following projects have been completed 
there: 


"First: Clearing and paving an entrance street in the village of Sanur, which 
cost 500,000 shekels. There is a noble gesture from His Excellency, the admin- 
istrator, namely, more financial aid estimated at 800,000 shekels, to complete 
the internal network of roads in the village. 


"Second: The street extending from Sanur to al-Jarba' was also paved; it con- 

nects our village to the eastern villages: al-Zababdah, Tubas and Qabatiyyah. 

The administration contributed with half, and the other half was at the expense 
of public works." 


[Question] "Yunis, what about the projects which are in progress?" 


[Answer] "[A project] to connect the villages of Jaba’, al-Funduqumiyyah and 
Harat al-'Isa'isah to the regional electricity and water network has been signed 
by the mayors of these villages; the administrator of Janin, Zayid ‘Abbas; and 

a representative from the Education and Pedagogy department. 


"Second: Clearing and paving the internal streets of the village of al-Silah. 


"Third: Building additional classrooms for the villages of al-Funduqumiyyah, 
Sanur and 'Ajjah. 


"Fourth: Clearing and paving streets in the village of 'Atarah, then connecting 
them to the regional electricity network. 


"Fifth: Connecting the village of Sanur to the regional electricity network." 


"Sixth: 2 million shekels have been allocated for the village of al-Ramah for 
paving the streets there. 


"It is worth mentioning that these projects were authorized during the past week 
on 1 August 1982, and work on them will be underway shortly, God willing.” 


[Question] "Yunis, what types of services do you offer the residents?" 


[Answer] "We offer the residents all services. I consulted officials for the 
purpose of fulfilling the requests of some residents which came to us. Some of 
them were: Reuniting 8 whole families totalling 55 people. There are 15 re- 
union transactions for whole families, with the number of individuals reaching 
90, and there are also 25 individual reunion transactions. Zayid, the adminis- 
trator, promised me he would study these requests and try to respond to them. 
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"In addition, three security prisoners have been released, and four similar re- 
quests are under study; the individuals may be released later. I have asked 
the officials to try to improve conditions for the prisoners, especially those 
suffering from poor health conditions. 


"This is in addition to permit transactions for travel to and from the [West] 
Bank, transactions of renewing and issuing identity cards, and other bureau- 
cratic procedures. The number of petitioners to our League is about 80 per day." 


[Question] "Yunis, what is your one desire?" 


[Answer] "My one desire is to see peace become universal throughout the world, 
to encompass this part of the world which is considered the cradle of religions 
and the origin of God's messengers. I want to see our Palestinian people spar- 
ed from death, wars and terrorism, and leaning toward peace to live alongside 
the Israeli people in security and reassurance." 


[Question] "Yunis, how long have we been occupied with talk of peace, and what 
is the way to achieve prosperity, security and peace?" 


[Answer] "The only way to achieve peace lies in the good intentions which must 
abound in the Arab and Jewish leaders and their peoples. The two great powers 
must withdraw from our country militarily and politically. When this is done 
we will have security and peace." 


[Question] "Yunis, what is your impression of the newspaper UMM AL-QURA?" 


[Answer] "I cannot hide feelings of delight when I receive the provocative 
paper UMM AL-QURA. It is truly considered the bride of the press with its crow 
adorned with priceless jewels. Indeed, it is a unique pearl. I wish progress 
and prosperity for UMM AL-QURA in the domain of the press, and long life, honor, 
and praise to all of the editorial staff." 


On the occasion of this thrilling interview, UMM AL-QURA thanks Yunis al-Hantuli, 
President of the Silat al-Zahr League, and the members of the League. We wish 
success and advancement to all for the sake of building up our country under 

the auspices of the peace which we seek. Forward, Brother Yunis! 


CSO: 4404/8 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEF 


EXPORTS TO LEBANON--During the past two months, the value of Israeli exports to 
Lebanon reached $10 million. This is more than the total of the same exports 
to Egypt throughout the entire year. The Israeli Minister of Commerce, Gideon 
Patt, stated: "Lebanese businessmen are establishing contracts in Israel by 
making direct contacts with their Israeli counterparts without the interven- 
tion of the Israeli authorities due to the belief by both sides in the princi- 
ple of freedom of trade." Also, "A large number of Lebanese businessmen have 
rushed to Tel Aviv to sign hugh deals in the sectors of construction, food- 
stuffs and chemicals." The source indicated that “a large number of Lebanese 
[sic - Israeli] importers are negotiating with their Lebanese counterparts 
about the possibility of bypassing the Arab embargo measures, by having the 
Lebanese, rather than the Israelis, purchase goods and equipment produced by 
foreign companies which are intent on avoiding direct transactions with Israel 
so that they do not violate the Arab embargo rules." A group of 70 Lebanese 
tourists visited the occupied territory for 4 days, after a previous group had 
gone there incorporating tens of Lebanese tourists. The sources did not in- 
dicate that any of these tourists have requested to visit the thousands of 
Lebanese and Palestinians whom the Israeli occupation authorities moved from 
southern Lebanon to Palestine and placed in new Auschwitz camps which were set 
up in Galilee. [Text’ [London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 251, 13 Sep 82 p 36] 
9605 


AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS--The volume of agricultural exports during the current 
year including fruits, vegetables, poultry and flowers, shipped by the Agrexco 
company, will reach according to company estimate $210 million compared to 
$170 million last year, showing a 23 percent growth. The company will export 
130,000 tons of vegetables as it did last season, but will receive $60 million 
compared to $48 million during the 1981-82 export season. The rise is due to 
the different types of exported vegetables and the dates of delivery to the 
European markets. The company will export 600 million flowers for an estimated 
$67 million, compared to 540 million flowers last season for $59 million, A 
rise in avocado exports is also anticipated--37,000 tons compared to 27,000 ~ 
last season. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 6 Oct 82 p 4] 9565 


CSO: 4423/25 
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KUWAIT 


REDEFINITION OF GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POLICY DISCUSSED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 140, 16-22 Oct 82 pp 43-45 


[Article: "New Trends for Kuwait's Investments: Oil Sector or Financial Sec- 
tor?" 





[Text] Kuwait has, as do the rest of the Arab oil producing countries, exten- 
sive experience in the field of international investment and loans. Given its 
limited population, Kuwait has had the benefit of a tangible surplus in its 
balance of payments since the late fifties. The purpose of this brief study is 
to shed some light on the components of Kuwait's foreign balances, to analyze 
the breakdown and methods of Kuwaiti investments and revenues and to evaluate 
elements of change that may guide the government's investment policy over the 
next few years. 


Kuwait's oil exports constitute 90 percent of the Kuwaiti government's income 
resulting in constant surplus in the current and commercial accounts of the 
Kuwaiti balance of payments, a surplus incorporated in the accumulation of large 
sums from the foreign reserve. 


Based on the latest estimates, Kuwait's fiscal balances at the end of 1981 amount- 
ed to about $73 billion. This figure is more than the estimated $65 billion at 
the end of 1980 and 50 percent higher than the $49 billion announced officially 
by the Ministry of Finance at the end of 1979. 


The Kuwaiti Government traditionally converts its annual budget to the "general 
reserv. balance." In 1976, the government created "the fund for coming genera- 
tions" by transferring 50 percent of the state's general reserve to this fund 
with the understanding that this fund's balance would be raised annually by at 
least 10 percent of total governmental income. The balances accumulated in this 
fund are earmarked for long-term investments only. 


Like any investor with a respectable and constantly increasing source of income, 
the Kuwaiti investment policy strives to ensure the highest rate of return on 
investments broken down in a well-studied manner, both from the aspect of the 
nature of the investment and the geographic aspect. The overall goal of Kuwaiti 
investments is to invest surplus balances in financial and rea. estate assets, 
either in the form of loans or joint projects in both industrial and developing 
countries. The basic emphasis has gradually been to ensure a new source of in- 
come to make up for the depletion of the country's oil reserves and to preserve 
Kuwait's wealth for future generations. 
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Geographic Breakdown 





Priority in Kuwaiti investments has been given to the needs of local and Arab 
development; 28 percent of total reserves have been invested inside Kuwait and 
5 percent in the other Arab countries. After providing these reserves the bal- 
ance has been invested in real estate and stocks of major companies in the 
United States and West Europe and, recently, Japan and the Far East. 


In the local Kuwaiti market, Kuwait has respectable shares in a number of finan- 
cial and industrial establishments. For example, at the end of 1981, the Ku- 
waiti Government owned about 50 percent of 3 banks, the major share (82 and 51 
percent) of 2 of the 3 big investment companies in the country and the major 
share also (68 and 51 percent) of 2 of the 4 Kuwaiti insurance companies. This 
is in addition to respectable shares (78 and 43 percent) in 2 real estate com- 
panies and more than 50 percent of the stock in 6 other companies engaged in 
industrial, transport and service activities. This is besides official invest- 
ments in a number of other companies whose stock is not traded on the exchange, 
such as the Kuwaiti Transport Company, the Industrial Bank of Kuwait and the 
Kuwaiti Airlines Company. 


In the Arab world, the Kuwaiti Government has helped in and, in fact, founded a 
number of projects in Sudan, Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan and other Arab countries, 
besides the financial assistance which Kuwait has provided to a number of Arab 
countries. Outside the Arab world, it is thought that Kuwait has 65 percent of 
its investments in Western Europe and the United States, mostly in the form of 
stocks and short-term bonds. In Western Europe for example, Kuwait owns stocks 
in the following big companies: Daimler Benz (Mercedes), (Kurf Stahl) and the 
German Metal Gesellshaft. It also owns large shares of a number of British 
companies, such as the Savoy Hotel, (SHAB) [as pub]ished] General Occident, 
Guardian Royal Exchange, (Hayes Warf) [as published] and St Martins. 


In the United States, Kuwait is thought to have invested about $25 billion, in- 
cluding $7 billion in government bonds and stocks. Kuwait has reportedly bought 
between 1 and 2 percent of the stocks of the top 500 industrial companies in 

the United States, besides a number of direct investments and real estate. 


In another vein, Kuwait has been active in new investments in the oil sector 
with the objective of developing its interests from being a country which pro- 
duces crude oil into other areas available to the oil industry. In Kuwait, 
two oil refineries are being modernized and the tanker fleet is being expanded 
by the purchase of additional supertankers capable of transporting the bulk of 
Kuwaiti oil products. 


Internationally, the Kuwaiti 0il Company has established two sister companies 
with a capitalization of $50 million each for the purpose of coordinating the 
mother company's marketing effort. Kuwait's purchase of the Santa Fe Company 
for $2.5 million and other corporations, such as Pacific Resources of Hawaii 
and International Energy Development, is : sign of Kuwait's determination to 
expand the scope of its activities to sur’ '« --tary fields of the oil sector 
abroad. 
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Channels of Investment 


A number of leading international banks manages part of Kuwait's foreign invest- 
ments. In 1952 the Kuwait Investment Office was established in London to be 

the government's arm for foreign investments in coordination with the Ministry 
of Finance. In addition to that, the government has intentionally encouraged 
local banks and investment institutions to manage a portion of the surplus bal- 
ances and to endorse the capitalization of a number of direct investments, such 
as subscription to stocks and participation in joint loans and real estate 
deals. The Kuwaiti Government recently announced that it was studying plans 

to establish an independent investment institution to run Kuwait's investment 
program. 


The other main channel for Kuwaiti investments is the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab 
Economic Development through which Kuwait has provided generous assistance to 
a number of Arab and developing countries, either in the form of direct grants 
or in the form of loans. At the beginning of 1981, Kuwait increased the fund's 
capital to $7 billion. Loans made by the fund during the 1981-82 fiscal year 
amounted to about $450 million and projected loans for the 1982-83 fiscal year 
amount to $720 million. To date, 45 percent of the fund's total loans have 
been earmarked for Arab countries compared with 21 percent for Asian countries 
and 13 percent for African and other countries. A new study by the World Bank 
shows that Kuwait used more than 5 percent of its gross national product in 
development loans and financial assistance. 


Kuwait's investment revenues in various sectors are tangibly increasing and are 
expected to total about $8 billion in 1981 compared with $6.3 billion in 1980 
and $4.8 billion in 1979. These revenues represent real income and exclude the 
profit recorded by capital as the result of the rise in purchasing power of 
various real estate and financial assets. 


The time period for consumption of Kuwait's oil reserves is estimated, at the 
rate of 1.25 million barrels a day, at about 150 years. When it became clear 
to the government over the past 30 years that its oil reserves were constantly 
being depleted and that it was getting financial assets in return that were be- 
ing eaten away by inflationary pressures and the ups and downs of the interna- 
tional market, it proceeded to intensify its efforts more than any time in the 
past to maximize its profits from its accumulated reserves, either by ensuring 
the maximum material return or developing the necessary expertise to manage 
these reserves and create new generations of experts and technicians able to 
develop better ways to exploit these reserves. 


The moves of the Kuwaiti authorities and their announced programs indicate the 
evolution of a new strategy for Kuwaiti investments, the broad lines of which 
apparently comprise the following: 


1. With regard to institutions, besides thinking about setting up independent 
machinery to manage long-term investments, the Kuwaiti Government announced 
plans to establish a bank with a large capitalization to assist existing insti- 
tutions in steering surplus balances toward various foreign investments. 
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2. Besides the above official establishments, the governmént will encourage 
the development of new financial institutions to support the semiofficial in- 
stitutions and institutions of the private sector in its effort to broaden 
their activities and to ensure more comprehensive participation in the invest- 
ment of surplus balances. 


3. The government will exert greater efforts toward diversifying the oil sec- 
tor and reducing its great dependence on production of crude oil. This policy 
clearly appeared in the government's taking over the Santa Fe Company, an inter- 
nationally known oil company, besides the policy of expanding the oil tanker 
fleet and establishing joint institutions with two well-known oil companies. 
These activities will bring the Kuwaiti Oil Company closer to its cransformation 
into an international company dealing in various phases of oil production, in- 
cluding exploration, refining and marketing. 


4. Besides ensuring long-term investments at a reasonable return, the Kuwaiti 
Government will focus its efforts on developing technical and administrative 
expertise on the part of Kuwaiti and Arab nationals in two sectors in which it 
has a competitive edge, that is, the financial and oil sectors. Kuwait's as- 
sumption of ownership of well-known oil companies engaged in oil activities and 
its establishment of new banking institutions are only the beginning of the ap- 
plication of the government's policy aimed at training specialists in the two 
fields where the future of Kuwait lies. 


5. From the geographical standpoint, the government has proceeded to expand 
the scope of its activities by encouraging investment in new areas in the Far 
East which have high growth potential, such as Japan, Malaysia and Singapore. 


6. The year 1982 will prove to have been an important year for the management 
of Kuwaiti surplus balances. This year there may be a redefinition of the gov- 
ernment's policy toward guaranteeing maximum returns from its various invest- 
ments and toward developing administrative expertise and the infrastructure 
needed to manage these balances. 


8389 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


CENTRALIZED SYSTEM FOR JIDDAH POLICE UNITS APPROVED 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 10 Oct 82 p 5 


[Interview with Saudi Minister of the Interior, Prince Nayif Ibn ‘Abd al-'‘Aziz 
by Amin Habib on 9 Oct in Jiddah: "Project To Achieve Speed and Accuracy in 
the Service of the Citizens"] 


[Text] His Royal Highness, Prince Nayif Ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz, the minister of 

the interior, yesterday signed a contract to implement the project of an auto- 
mated system to pinpoint the locations of emergency and traffic patrols, with 

a representative of one of the specialized American firms, lr Frank (Beniwitck). 
The first stages of this project will be implemented in Jiddah, where this 
implementation will take 21 months. It was decided that work will begin on 

this modern, automated system some 14 months from now. The contract signing was 
attended by Lt Gen ‘Abdullah Al al—Shaykh, the director of public security, and 
a number of officials. After the contract signing, the prince held a short 
press conference, in which he discussed several important subjects. The text 
of the conference follows: 


Project To Be Expanded 


[Question] Your Highness, when do you expect that this advanced project will 
be introduced into the kingdom's cities? 


[Answer] We expect that it will be implemented first in Jiddah. Of course, 
this stage will confirm for us the practical extent of this important project 
and the extent of the great benefits that will be achieved through it. We hope 
to be able to begin implementation of other important stages in several of the 
principal cities of the kingdom, before the completion of the Jiddah stage, 
especially in those cities that have dense population, congested traffic and 
that require good security levels. The fact is that the project is very effi- 
cient. Moreover, its benefits are not just restricted to security men, but 
also, to a great extent, will enable the security authorities to control their 
patrols and officers, and will enable them to find out how they are carrying 
out their duties in the most ideal way possible. It will also achieve the high- 
est degree of cooperation among security officers, through a modern, automated 
system that will provide clear, accurate information, using the least possible 
number of personnel. 


57 











Our Confidence in Security Officers Stands 


Of course, this is a modem system, but at the same time, it is free from any 
complication, because it depends on equipment present in emergency and traffic 
patrol cars, and at the same time, installed on the main streets, so that the 
location of any patrol can be determined. This does not diminish the confi- 
dence placed in the security officers generally, but when a security man knows 
that he is being accurately followed by his chiefs, he will consequently have 
a greater commitment. In addition to all this, movement will be more quickly 
recorded, in dealing with any traffic accident or crime, as well as much more 
accurately, as a result of the existing contacts. Moreover, the individual on 
patrol, charged with the job, will be able to ascertain the presumed point and 
go to it, in accordance with the guidance from the operations room to him. In 
addition to all this, it will represent a reorganization of two operations 
rooms on a high level. One of the two will be for the police and the other 
for traffic, since accurate information will be constantly flowing from the 
operations room, so that it can be directed swiftly, accurately and effectively 
to all those concerned with the jobs of traffic and crime. 


[Question] Will there be cadres specialized in carrying out the jobs of ope- 
rating and maintaining this vast network? 


[Answer] More than 800 individuals will be trained here in the kingdom in or- 
der to become familiar with all aspects of this big project, especially with 
the precise technical details. Another number of personnel will also be sent 
outside of the kingdom for specialization in this field. 


Twenty One Months Implementation 
[Question] When is this project due to start in Jiddah? 


[Answer] It will take 21 months to implement this project. After that, it 
will be completed. However, after 14 months, it will begin to be operated, and 
God willing, the project will be completed at the end of next year. 


Speed, Efficiency and Accuracy 


[Question] Implementation of this project is considered an effective step 
toward establishing security and stability in the kingdom. What will it 
achieve in this field? 


[Answer] The fact is that the project, as I said, is effective and will 
achteve the speed required to learn the positions of the security patrols while 
they are performing their duties. It basically relies on the computer, and at 
the same time, it records this data immediately, so that it can be referred to 
by the security authorities in the event of a lack of commitment to duty or a 
violation. Moreover, it displays on the television screen all the orders and 
instructions, which are written in Arabic, so that they are converted from 
specific signals into written letters that can be very clearly read by the 
operators. They are then recorded and stored for retrieval when that is re- 
quired. In fact this project will serve both the police and the traffic 


58 











department, ensuring cooperation and coordinating more effectively in matters 
with which they are tasked, and with the least possible number of personnel. 

At the same time, it will allow the commands to exercise more effective con- 
trol over the security officers, and to direct them more accurately, through 
the operations room, where they will know their precise location. It might 
happen that the operations room would request a patrol to give his exact posi- 
tion, and perhaps the driver of the patrol car would give truthful information, 
or maybe not. However, through the use of this equipment, there is no room 

for questions. The commander located in the operations room will be able to 
know his movement immediately, in view of the fact that the car's movements are 
displayed on a clearly defined map, located on a large screen. 


Surveillance of Patrols Only 


[Question] Does thils surveillance include public vehicles and the situation 
inside the cities in general? 


[Answer] This project is confined to emergency patrol cars and traffic patrol 
cars. Of course the missions of these patrols are to follow vehicle movement 
and to monitor the general situation in the city, and to respond to citizens’ 
calls, in the event of an accident. If we assume that a citizen had an emer- 
gency, and there was only one car, it could not fulfill the mission. However, 
through the information available to the operations room regarding all the 
patrols, it would be able to give the movement order, and accurately and quick- 
ly determine the situation, enabling the commander of another patrol to quickly 
and efficiently ascertain the spot of that accident. 


The Most Modern Technology for the Security Agencies 


[Question] To what extent could one consider that achieving this step repre- 
sents a new point of departure in the introduction of modern technology to all 
the security agencies? 


[Answer] We already use modern technical equipment in some security agencies, 
but this step is considered the most modern accomplishment pertaining to emer- 
gencies and traffic inside cities. We are now beginning in Jiddah, and God 
willing, will be including other cities in the future. We hope to achieve the 
desired goals. 


Automated System to Determine Vehicle Locations 

On the other hand, the automated system contains several items of advanced 
equipment, which have various functions, that have been effectively assembled 
into one system, so that it can be used to record reports, data and the signals 
of various communications coming into the operations room, with a request for 
assistance, or to learn the position and location of patrol cars by a new auto- 
mated method, which has beer designed for the following duties: 

A. Coordination 


B. Follow-up 
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C. Surveillance 

D. Control 

All of these stages are automated, since they are brought together through 
computing equipment, by means of inputting the data and reports, storing and 
comparing it, and then displaying, on a large screen in the operations room, 
the location and condition of each patrol car, in order to direct it to the 
scene of the accident. Other data will also be displayed on the screen, which 
will clarify the report and the closest patrol to it. 


System Advantages 


This modern, automated system contains several advantages, the most important 
being: 


--Facilitating command over patrol elements 

--Reducing time required to respond to calls for help 
--Increasing coordination between the various branches 
--Improving systems of communications 

--Economizing on human energy and increasing discipline 
--Centralized monitoring of patrols through two operations rooms 
--Automatically monitoring the air through the computer 


--Recording the facts and printing them for referral when required inside 
Jiddah, and the potential of sending and controlling them. 


--The possibility of expanding this project as circumstances dictate at any 
time, in view of the flexibility available in this project. 


--Complete coordination among various vehicles during cases of rapid pursuit, 
which will enable the situation to be monitored and the closest vehicles dis- 
patched to assist. 


Training 


The training of Saudi technical cadres was taken into consideration, so that 
they can ultimately be able to take over the project and carry out the mainte- 
nance and operating functions. The training will take from 8 to 18 months, for 
some 25 technicians, in the company's factories. Another 850 will be trained 
to operate the system in the kingdom. 


Maintenance 


Maintenance of the project was considered, and it will be for a period of 3 
years from the final date of taking over the project. 


7005 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


KING FAHD'S RECENT SPEECHES ON ARAB, ISLAMIC UNITY ANALYZED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 720, 6-12 Oct 82 pp 16-17 


{[Article: "King Fahd to Islamic World: We Will Support All Efforts To Restore 
Our Rights" 


[Text] With utter clarity and frankness, His Majesty King Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-'‘Aziz 
reviewed in his speech before the heads of the pilgrimage delegations and his 
speech to the pilgrims on the morning of the first day of the holiday the Islamic 
world's situation, explaining the bitter reality lived by our world and pointing 
out that hope stems from the meeting of Muslims in solidarity and in adherence 

to God's path. The speech as a whole is a frank and sincere word from a Muslim 
leader who is proud of his Islam and who is torn by pain to see so closely the 
fragmentation of the nation that has come together in the religion of unifica- 
tion. His speech has come as a genuine translation of the pains of his greater 
nation. The spontaneous and unaffected sincerity surrounding his words is a 
reflection of the speaker's character. 


The truth is that we would not be exaggerating if we said that his majesty's 
speech is just like an action document lighting the path to the future for the 
nation of Islam. As the physician puts his scalpel on the patient's boil to 
remove it, his majesty has proceeded to explain the nature of the maladies af- 
flicting the Islamic nation and causing the weakness and powerlessness of the 
Muslims, pointing out that Islam is innocent of all of the accusations the ene- 
mies of Islam try to attach to it, the first being the accusation that the 
Islamic creed is inadequate, inflexible and incompatible with current condi- 
tions. Al-Fahd's cry has come strong: "What afflicts: the Muslim is due to his 
misdeeds and is not a failure in the Islamic creed." 


"The Islamic creed," his majesty sais, "is a construct:ive creed that develops 
with time on the basis of God's book. The Sunna of the prophet, may God's 
peace and prayers be upon him, has prohibited nothing unless it is beneficial 
to avoid it and has urged nothing unless it is beneficial to follow it. There- 
fore, the Islamic creed, regardless of what accusations sume people wish to 
attach to it, is innocent. If there is a shortcoming or failure, it is fron 
us, the Muslims, and not frem our Islamic creed." 


When al-Fahd said these words, he lacked no proof of their soundness. Those 
presented had before them the unique experiment begun by the kingdom after it 
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was unified by the late King, ‘Abd al-'Aziz, to apply the Shari'a in all spheres 
of life. A single look at the growth achieved by the kingdom under the canopy 
of the Islamic experiment--a growth that has exceeded by far the growth rates 

in numerous countries that are ahead of us--proves beyond doubt that the 
"Islamic solution" chosen by the kingdom as a path is the most suitable and best 
solution for whoever seeks a better future. 


Ruling in accordance with God's dictates and implementing His tolerant Shari'a 
are the only means of achieving the great hopes stirring in the hearts of Mus- 
lims. His majesty's recollection of the words of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, may 

God be pleased with him, that "we were nothing noteworthy until God honored us 
with Islam"--his majesty's reminding the Muslims of these true words is nothing 
but a call from the heart of a believer for a return to the nation's genuine 
roots. 


The Muslims were a major power feared and respected by many when they followed 
God's path, applying His teachings and following the example of His prophet's 
Sunna. When the power of the creed weakened in their hearts, catastrophe be- 
fell them and this fragmentation, division and humiliation are the consequence. 


The massacre that took place in Beirut a few days ago and that claimed as its 
victims the lives of more than 6,000 women, children and old men, is in fact 
the bitter harvest of the state of fragmentation under which the Muslims live. 
The tragedy, as his majesty has said, "is a tragedy not just for the Arabs but 
for all Muslims." 

However, his majesty has not completely lost hope, because there is still hope 
that "the day will come when those who have perpetrated these acts will realize 
that there is an Islamic nation that will impose its rights, God willing." 

The two speeches made by his majesty revolve generally around six points: 


1. A call for Islamic solidarity and for renouncing the differences that have 
swept and are still sweeping the nation. 


2. The need to back and support the Palestinian resistance end to reconstruct 
Lebanon. 


3. The peace he wants is an honorable peace and not a humiliating peace or 
peace as a favor. 


4. The superpowers and the concept of friendship. 

5. The need to create a common Islamic market. 

6. The Fez summit and its results. 

As for the call for solidarity and for renouncing differences, it took the 


major part of his majesty's address, and no wonder, because the kingdom has 
been and still is one of the first Islamic countries to have sought and continue 
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to seek to unite the Islamic nation, beginning with the Mecca conference in the 
days of the late King ‘Abd al-'Aziz and ending with the latest Mecca conference 
during the reign of His Majesty Khalid ibn ‘Abd al-'‘Aziz. 


The kingdom has never hesitated at any time to employ all of its resources and 
to put all of its religious, political and economic weight in the service of 
Islam and the Muslims. When his majesty calls for solidarity, he follows in 
the footsteps of his predecessors in the light of sincere conviction that if 
the Muslims unite and act in solidarity, they will form an enormous power 
capable of solving its own problems without dependence on others--a power that 
strikes fear in the heart of the enemy and makes the friend proud. 


The differences experienced by the Islamic world not only weaken its capabili- 
ties but are also likely to turn the entire nation into easy prey for any ty- 
rant. The massacres perpetrated by the Zionist enemy and his supporters a few 
days ago are the greatest proof of the soundness of these words. The enemy 
would not have dared perpetrate those massacres had he found a single, united 
nation confronting him. But the enemy found himself facing a nation living 
under a reality of division and, consequently, was not at all concerned. 


With the Islamic nation undergoing a critical phase in its history, it was 
natural for his majesty to call for an end to the Iran-Iraq war, which has been 
going on for 2 years and which has drained the resources of the two Islamic 
nations and spilled the blood of their sons, This war is, as His Majesty King 
Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz has said, "a loss to the Islamic nation and its bene- 
ficiary is the enemy." 


Under these circumstances, it was natural for his majesty the king to call for 
financial, military and political support for the Palestinian resistance and 
for the reconstruction of Lebanon. The resistance is embarking on a new phase 
of struggle. Lebanon and its people have suffered for the Palestinian cause a 
hardship not experienced by any Arab or Islamic country. His majesty the king's 
call for supporting the resistance financially, militarily and politically does 
not constitute rejection of the political efforts for a peaceful solution. 

We, as his majesty has said, are "peaceful, but within the limits of dignity 
and honor. When the dignity is insulted, then the reply must be reciprocal." 
We, as Muslims, "want an honorable peace. We don't want a humiliating peace or 
peace as charity. Our rights as Arabs supported by the power of Islam, are 
legitimate rights." 


Today's world does not acknowledge the weak. When might supports the right, 
it will achieve a just and honorable peace. His majesty the king's call means 
that we should seek peace but not from a weak position, so that our rights are 
not undermined and so that nobody gives us as charity, a feeble peace that does 
not achieve our legitimate demands for a free and dignified life. 


There is another important point in his majesty's speech, namely, the friend- 
ship of the superpowers. The tragedy of Afghanistan has shown that the major 
powers subjugate their principles as they wish. Afghanistan's people “who only 
want peace and stability, have been afflicted by a major power that advocates 
peace and says that its principles are peace and nonaggression. But what we 
have seen, then, are the actions of their interests and not just words." 
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The major powers must realize that we "want to be their friends, but we want 
only the friendship of equals and not a friendship of submission and subser- 
vience. This is not friendship." 


His majesty's call for the creation of a common Islamic market is a call in- 
tended for the good of all Muslims because if we “examine the economies of the 
Islamic peoples, we find that many of the Islamic countries suffer from high 
population, unemployment and inflation." 


This poor situation is what has urged his majesty to call for "serious consi- 
deration to creating a common Islamic market and to giving priority and pre- 
ferential treatment in trade, in employment and in investments to the Islamic 
countries." 


The creation of such a market is likely to lighten the economic problems being 
experienced by the Islamic countries in addition to strengthening the human 
and political bonds among the Muslims and reducing their dependence on others. 
Moreover, the presence of such a market will be in itself a manifestation of 
Islamic unity. 


There remains the final point, namely, the Fez summit and its results. The 
results produced by the Fez summit indicate, as his majesty the king has said, 
that our nation is capable, God be thanked, of uniting its ranks. 


In Fez, the Arabs shouldered their responsibilities in full and emerged before 
the world with historic resolutions proving their sincere desire to achieve a 
just and honorable peace. 


The Islamic world is required to respond to these positive resolutions and to 
move and put its weight behind the Arab nation's weight so that the Palestinian 
people can achieve their legitimate aspirations of restoring their occupied 
lands, including the venerable Jerusalem, and establishing their independent 
state on their national soil. 


A final word--the sincere tone with which al-Fahd addressed the Muslim crowds 
has clarified numerous facts regarding the situaiton in the Islamic world and 
the challenges facing the nation. It has also charted the path to confronting 
these challenges, namely, the path of Islamic solidarity under the leadership 
of the Muslim leaders. Islam will triumph, God willing. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


KINGDOM'S ROLE IN CRYSTALLIZING ARAB PEACE PLAN UNDERLINED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1353, 8 Oct 82 p 24 
[Article: "King Fahd Defines Features of New Peace"] 


[Text] "Brothers, all have performed their duty and have shouldered their full 
responsibilities in Fez. The historic resolutions adopted by the conference 
have come as a result of this. We will move as of now in accordance with the 
conference resolutions to guarantee the implementation of these resolutions. 

We have laid down the bases of progress toward a just and lasting peace with 
positive steps at the Fez summit and we have proven to the world that we are a 
peace-loving and peace-seeking nation." 


With these words, King Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz defined the future Arab movement 
through the seven-member committee comprised of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Morocco, Syria, Algeria, Tunisia and the PLO [six members as published]. Dur- 
ing his meeting with the heads of the pilgrimage delegations on the morning of 
al-Adha holiday two Thursdays ago, the king expressed the hope that the holiday 
will be the "holiday of the unification of the word of Arabs and the Muslims 
everywhere." He urged adherence to the tolerant Islamic creed, saying: "Islam 
is innocent of the massacres committed in its name. We are the Islamic na- 
tion's servants and no matter what we do, we still have a greater duty." The 
duty the Saudi monarch spoke about does not so much mean the kingdom's action 
for the Islamic nation as its action for the Arab nation and as his majesty's 
constant eagerness for the solidarity of the two nations to confront the dan- 
gers of Zionism at all levels. A major degree of this solidarity was achieved 
at the Arab level in the second Fez summit and, at the Islamic level, in the 
Islamic al-Ta'if summit that was convened nearly 9 months ago. 


The Saudi monarch focused on the venerable occupied Jcrusalem from the Arab 
and IsJ.unic viewpoints simultaneously and warned at the same time of the danger 
of the continued occupation of an Islamic country, namely, Afghanistan, by a 
"superpower that claims to be peace loving" and of the occupation of parts of 
Arab territories by Israel with the support of another power that claims the 
same thing. Therefore, we find that the two powers continue to be prone to 
almost constant inability and that they are intentionally content to theorize 
but not implement. This is what both the Arabs and the Muslims reject. 
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On the other hand, King Gahd stressed the call for "solidarity and fraternity 
among the Muslim brothers who want peace, not the peace of humiliation or peace 
as a favor but peace within the limits of dignity and impregnability." This 
requires that reason and logic prevail. The West has begun to realize that 
these two things, and nothing else, are the bases for dealing with the Arab 

and Islamic worlds. 





By analyzing the causes of the weakness and division of the Arabs and the Mus- 
lims, it was found out that two documents had to be drawn up to wipe out these 
maladies. The first document was the Arab plan produced by the second Fez 
Summit. The positive impact of this document will soon emerge at a broad level 
during the process of the normalization of inter-Arab relations (in the wake of 
the reconciliation achieved recently at the summit between most of the Arab 
countries with the exception, it seems, of Algeria and Morocco). This impact 
will also be crystallized through the practical execution of the well-studied 
moves within the Arab peace plan. 


The second document is embodied in what the Saudi monarch said regarding weighty 
action in which all Muslims participate. Perhaps the greatest and noblest ac- 
complishment the Islamic document can achieve is to end the Iran-Iraq war 
quickly so that it does not involve new developments. "In Iraq, they 

actually do want stability for the area and I hope we will find this desire 
among the Muslims in Iran." 


Through the two documents, we find that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia does cer- 
tainly and evidently carry the concerns of both the Arab and the Muslim man. 


Despite the problems that have afflicted the Arabs and the Muslims, beginning 
with the loss of Palestine and the invasion of Afghanistan and ending with the 
Occupation of one half of Lebanon, the reply to the aggression is ready and 
will not be late in coming. This is what King Fahd pointed out and emphasized 
when he said: "I cannot say when the reply will come." This is another reaf- 
firmation of the Saudi diplomatic approach--the approach of action before 
words. The inevitability of the reply is reaffirmed in another part of King 
Fahd's speech stressing the creation of a common Islamic market to lighten 

the burdens accumulated on the shoulders of the Islamic countries needing rapid 
development. This also is an important aspect of the Saudi diplomacy, namely, 
the political and economic aspect, which contains many replies to the West's 
theft of the resources of the Arab and Islamic worlds. The world's fear of any 
new economic tremor that might drag this world to the abyss is obvious. The 
example about which the world talks has come from Mexico and from most ail the 
European and Latin American countries. 


Implementation of the Islamic document may take some time. But the Arab docu- 
ment--the Fez document and the subsequent reactions and early implementation-- 
is the document that as of now will occupy all the efforts of the Saudi lea- 
ders. Speeding up the work of the seven-member committee is also an extension 
of the meetings that took place in Washington between Prince Sa'ud al-Faysal 
and U.S. President Ronald Reagan prior to the summit, considering that neither 
side had anything to say or propose regarding the area's crisis other than 


66 











implementation of the Arab peace plan, which initially was approved by 
Washington, Moscow and Europe, not to mention the Arab consensus on the plan. 
This has motivated the West, especially the major powers, to reconsider many 
of the "proposals" it had announced regarding the area crisis. The Saudi 
monarch has said that the interests of these powers are obstructing harmony 
among the Arabs and the Muslims, 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


IMPROVED SERVICE PROVIDED FOR RECORD NUMBER OF PILGRIMS 
Riyadh AL~YAMAMAH in Arabic No 720, 6-12 Oct 82 p 15 


[Article: "Despite Record Number of Pilgrims, Pilgrimage Season Has Ended 
Successfully"] 


[Text] Despite the record figure registered in this year's pilgrimage, con- 
sidering that the number of people from home and abroad who performed the pil- 
grimage this year was 2,011,050 and despite the modification introduced into 
the pilgrimage program as a result of adjusting the beginning of the month of 
Dhi al-Hijjah, great success was achieved this season as a result of the good 
planning and organization of the agencies in charge of pilgrimage services. 
This planning and organization made it possible to provide all comforts to 

the pilgrims to the Ka'bah. 


The meeting of His Majesty King Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz with the civilian and 
military officials in charge of the pilgrimage had its major impact on the ef- 
forts of all concerned to provide the best services and to carry out his 
majesty's instructions. His majesty's announcement that the kingdom would 
face increasing numbers of pilgrims with more projects to serve them and that 
priority was given to enhancing the sacred places and to boundless spending on 
their projects had a good impact on God's guests of all nationalities. 


The truth is that the state's high-ranking officials have been careful not to 
let anything impede their personal follow-up of the progress of services in 
every sphere. As a result of this practical solidarity and coordination and 

of the on-the-spot checks, the state, on the instructions of his majesty and of 
the crown prince, has held back nothing in providing resources and employing 
them in the service of God's guests, considering that it has expanded services 
and built modern toilet facilities in addition to the pedestrian tunnels that 
facilitated to a great degree the movement of pilgrims and or traffic generally. 


For the first time ever, the Ministry of Commerce has provided a refrigerator 
truck to carry various kinds of fruit, ready meals and refrigerated meats to 
supply the largest amounts of food possible to the pilgrims. The ministry 
also provided 270 trucks, each with a capacity of 1,000 blocks of ice, to meet 
the high temperatures, which reached a maximum of 41 degrees centigrade in 
Muna and 42 degrees in ‘Arafat. Food supplies were also brought in to 
al'Muzdalifah for the first time. 
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As for health, the season has been clear of any epidemic, thanks be to God and 
to concerted medical care. The Ministry of Health and the Saudi Red Crescent 
Society mobilized all of their resources to provide health care to the pilgrims. 


Excluding some unbefitting acts committed by some misled pilgrims from Iran, 
the pilgroms' response to the regulations and instructions was ideal. A spirit 
of friendship and fraternity prevailed among the masses of pilgrims and between 
the pilgrims and the authorities concerned, who did not hesitate to make things 
easy for the pilgrims. 


The Ministry of Pilgrimage and Religious Trusts, the leadership of the Society 
for the Prevention of Vice and the Promotion of Virtue and the other religious 
societies and centers exerted major and commendable efforts to enlighten the 
pilgrims, give them guidance and answer their questions. They assigned for 
this purpose a large number of clergymen who provided interpretations to every 
enquirer, in addition to the guidance pamphlets containing all the information 
concerning the pilgrimage sites, che way to perform the pilgrimage and taboos. 
This is in addition to 54 Islamic enlightenment centers that were set up in 
various parts of the kingdom. 


At the information level, 45 Arab and Islamic countries joined with Saudi 
radio and television to transmit live, by satellite, all the pilgrimage rites. 


The Ministry of Post, Telephone and Telegraph provided highly efficient tele- 
phone, telegraph, postal and telex services in the venerable Mecca and in the 
holy places out of its awareness of the importance of these services. Suffice 
it to note that the number of telephone calls made on the morning of the ninth 
of Dhi al-Hijjah from al-Ghazzah telephone exchange in venerable Mecca was 
2,200 international calls, i.e., 10 calls in all directions every 3 minutes. 


Scouts also performed a major role in leading pilgrims to their tent sites and 
the uniform identity card made it easier for the pilgrims to find their pil- 
grimage guides. 


As they did on receiving the pilgrims, the authorities concerned drew up an 
organized timetable for the return of the pilgrims to their countries on com- 
pleting the pilgrimage. The program took into consideration the matter of 
giving the pilgrims maximum flexibility and facility. To achieve this object- 
ive, the kingdom's sea, air and land outlets lived in constant motion. The 
groups of departing pilgrims began to arrive at King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Interna- 
tional Airport in Jiddah, at Jiddah seaport and at Yanbu' Seaport according to 
schedule. 


Up to the time these lines were written, departing groups of pilgriws were 
still arriving at the kingdom's departure points on their way to their coun- 
tries. 


These Attended This Year's Pilgrimage 


Muslim leaders attending this year's pilgrimage season included His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, president of Guinea; PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir 
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"Arafat; His Excellency Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, president of the Republic of 

Maldives; Gen Mohammad Ershad, the military ruler of Bangladesh; and His Ex- 
cellency Mr Barakat, prime minister of Djibouti, in addition to a number of 
Muslim ministers and notables who headed their countries’ pilgrimage delega- 


tions. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


TOP OFFICIALS IN KINGDOM DISCUSS EDUCATION GOALS, POLICIES 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 718, 14-21 Sep 82 pp 3-9 
/Article: "The Subject of the Week: Education--How Much and of What Kind?"/ 


/Text/ In his important speech last 25 August, in which he addressed the nation, 
His Venerable Majesty King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-‘'Aziz demanded that emphasis be placed 
on raising the level of education and devoting attention to it in quantitative and 
qualitative terms, His highness said, "One of our obiectives is to have the spread 
of education continue as quickly as it has been am * :n to concentrate on raising 
the level of education. We will be tiving quality .' same attention we have given 
to quantity." In these few words, his majesty summarized the ultimate goal of this 
nation, which is to rebuild its people on foundations of awareness, knowledge and 
science all together. As to how that goal should be achieved, that is the question 
we must raise now, so that we can put our upright leaders’ ideas into execution. 
That is the question we will try to answer on this issue today. 


The subject of education in our country is not one which could fail or succeed, be- 
cause it is a seminal one and therefore must succeed, with God's permission, through 
deliberate action which cannot allow one to take a position of indifference. 


At this historic moment we are living through now in the kingdom, learning is not 
just absolute knowledge; rather, it is a goal whose aim is to "develop human re- 
sources" in Saudi Arabia, and it is the nerve center of the whole development pro- 
cess. Therefore the government has set forth a broad policy for realizing this 
goal based on the five following focal points: 


1. Manpower training programs must be in keeping with actual economic requirements. 
2. General education programs and curricula must be prepared and modified in ac- 
cordance with Islamic law and the new requirements of society, in a manner that is 


consonant with development requirements. 


3. Adequate educational opportunities must be given to all children reaching 
school age, 


4, University educa tion programs and curricula must be established. 
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5. Manpower distribution and services in the government and the private sector 
must be reviewed. The system of education and training in the kingdom will play a 
major role, in addition to special programs on work affairs, since it will consti- 
tute the flexible organizational structure that can adapt itself to the require- 
ments of rapid change and modernization. 


This plan has the purpose of achieving two main goals: 


First, expansion in the scope of this system, so that all citizens will be given 
equal opportunities to acquire at least a basic education, while an improvement is 
made in the type of education at the same time. 


Second, preparation of citizens to take part in the workforce in the future by of- 
fering different types of training that will be in keeping with the changing re- 
quirements of the economy, 


This “educational philosophy" under whose guidance we are proceeding is the philos- 
ophy whose foundations His Majesty the Great King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz laid more 
than a quarter century ago when he himself was in charge of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and began to implant the foundations of learning in this country. 


This "activity" was the beginning of sound planning to rebuild this country on all 
cultural and human levels simultaneously. 


This "activity" is not surprising, coming from an inspred man like King Fahd. 
Countries which have sought to rebuild their glory an’ acquire the attributes of 
modern civilization have done this and applied it, exactly as he has done this and 
applied it. 


We have the experience of Japan before us. That must be studied so that we can 
benefit from it in our own pioneering experiment. 


When Japan started to regain its strength, after the series of regional and world 
wars it had waged, it found that it was necessary to rebuild the glory of the old 
empire and to catch up to the cavalcade of the times. 


Japan made a proper beginning. It sent hundreds of scholarship students to all 
countries of the world to study educational systems and curricula. It brought in 
experts from all countries of the world to study education systems and curricula. 
It set out a qualitative and quantitative plan for a comprehensive educational re- 
surgence, One feature of this resurgence was the fact that education was free; 
the notion of modernization was adopted, and educational activity was given a 
status higher than that of any other work, to the point where prédmmry teachers’ 
salaries were equal to those of ministers. 


Guided by this plan, Japan, in a quarter century, managed to become competitive 
with the advanced Western world; after a third of a century, Europe and America 
were holding one conference after another to cope with the Japanese threat that 
was almost devouring all of Western industry. 
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The lesson of this experience in Japan and our country is that science is the heavy 
industry of knowledge. 


Without a qualitative and quantitative scientific resurgence that will proceed 
along a parallel line, we will be losing the gamble of the age, which is a gamble 
with the future that we cannot allow ourselves to lose in any way. 


This young country of ours is facing a serious challenge, the challenge of the age. 
In the 2lst century, there will be no room for backward or ignorant people or people 
moving along in the rear of the caravain. That is a challenge with the machine, with 
the computer, with the technological revolution that is the mark of the modern age 
today. 


That is, the subject of education in cur country is not one of completing a specific 
type of learning or civilization--rather, it is, firstly and fundamentally, a sub- 
ject of destiny, a subject of "to be or not to be." 


That is on the one hand. 


On the other hand, the educational process, in its simplest definitions and goals, 
is the human investment'' of the powers of people on this earth. 


Human investment remains the best form of investment of ail forces of production 
everywhere, It is the most rapid in terms of returns and the most enduring in 
terms of the time it covers. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which is a continental country, as one might truly say, 
suffers from human dislocation, as a consequence of the volume of humanity, the 
size of the area, and the value of actual and latent resources. That is, the 
quantity of people on this good land is small in comparison with the geographical 
area of the land and its material attributes. 


In other words, this means that the volume of humanity is small, which means that. 

it is necessary to make up for this shortage in quantity by an overwhelming super- 
iority in quality, A massive accumulation of humanity might be beneficial at all 

times, or detrimental sometimes, but qualitative superiority is always and etern- 

ally beneficial. 


The goal of achieving superiority in kind, to make up for shortages in the size of 
the population, can be realized only through education and training together. That 
is, the individual "person" must be active, productive and useful in a manner which 
is uniform in the population as a whole. 

Thus,once again, the"subject of education" in our country is a seminal subject. 


As we see it, it is a seminal subject because it is a subject of the future. 


It is also a seminal subject because it is a subject of life. 


Therefore our upright government has not stinted in any way, and never will stint 
at any time, in the educational plans and programs on the stage of the whole 
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kingdom, from one far-flung extremity to another. 


Perhaps in his statement to the nation His Majesty Kind Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'‘Aziz sun- 
marized this notion most succinctly when he said "The coming 5-years plan will con- 
centrate on building Saudi people who will be able to take part in the development 
with whose bounties they are rightfully entitled to be blessed." 


Therefore, as an example, all the budgets set out for the kingdom year after year 
scrupulously respond to all the requirements of education and avoid deficiencies 
in all of its subheadings. 


Education, with its ambitious policies and goals, remains one of the greatest chal- 
lenges of development and modernization in this nation. The question always re- 
mains: how can we put the plans of our upright government, headed by His Majesty 
King Fahd, which is the guardian of these plans, into execution? 


That is the question this subject raises. This is the question, the challenge, to 
which the actual state of the policies and goals that have been set out for educa- 
tional and training plans must answer, so that these plans will respond to the 
strategic goals of the entire educational process, which are: 


First, to improve the type of training and education. 


Second, to increase the mutual response between the system of education and train- 
ing and economic requirements. 


Third, to increase competence by improving management. 


Fourth, to facilitate the quantitative expansion of the teaching and training 
system through a balanced method. 


As regards the first goal, that of improving the type of education, we must hasten 
to establish an education development center in the Ministry of Education. Such a 
center will provide support for many of the tasks and duties the ministry is under- 
taking at the present time and will concentrate its activity on the preparation, 
establishment and expansion of new curricula, on the basis of specific needs. It 
will also seek to provide facilities to guarantee that students’ performance is 
monitored and recorded and that programs are evaluated. One of these methods will 
be the holding of unified tests to measure performance and achievement. 


The same thing holds in the context of higher education. Attention will be centered, 
or ought to be centered, on specific improvements in admissions, the distribution 
of students, education and research, the selection and upgrading of faculties, and 
the improvement, followup and evaluation of performance in this sector in general. 


The second goal, encouraging a mutual response with economic requirements, will 
require the formation of more suitable general educational programs. The education 
development center will be in charge of preparing these. The most important meas- 
ure related to the entire training sector in this regard is to establish a minis- 
terial manpower committee, because this step wili result in a strong organizational 
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system supported by a permanent secretariat supplied with competent officials which 
will seek to upgrade internal and external coordination and perform manpower devel- 
opment programs in the public and private sectors both. 


The third goal is to improve the competence of the system of education and training. 
A major step must be taken immediately in the realm of public education, as embod- 
ied in the review of administrative aspects and the organization of the departments 
of which this sector is composed and the training of managers who have a relation- 
ship to the system of administration and organization. 


The fourth goal, which is to develop basic facilities, will take actual form through 
the Education Ministry's establishment of an education development center and re- 
gional educational institutes which will be subordinate to the education departments 
in the provinces. These installations will strengthen the kingdom's ability to 
carry out and develop applied educational research. At the same time, a polytech- 
nic institute will be established for the post-secondary stage, additional facili- 
ties will be set up and expanded in the framework of vocational preparation and 
training, and a new building for the National Adult Education Center will be con- 
structed, 


This is the scientific "challenge" that faces us at this decisive stage of the con- 
struction of this nation, 


We can summarize this challenge by the statement "putting the plans for upright 
leadership in the kingdom into execution." 


His Majesty King Fahd's statement on concentrating on raising the level of edwca- 
tion and devoting attention to it in qualitative and quantitative terms remains the 
guide to national action in the context of education in the coming stage. 


This is one of the country's basic, pressing issues, and it must devote special 
efforts, attention, concern, planning and execution to this issue, because educa- 
tion is the map and guide to national action and is its enlightened scientific 
foundation. 


For that reason, AL-YAMAMAH has held a conversation with a prominent figure in ed- 
ucation in the Kingdom, an intellectual of broad vision who proceeds from a premise 
of realism and looks toward the future with a clear orientation toward renewal and 
self-improvement. He calls frankly for a review of the educational process, with 
the objective of gwiding it and improving its level. He is His Excellency Dr 
"Abdallah ibn ‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Turki, director of the al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa'‘ud 
Islamic University. 


/We asked/ "Your Excellency Dr al-Turki, how do you view the educational process 
in the country, in the light of your long direct connection with this field?" 


Linking Education to Behavior 


/He replied/ "We thank you for your attention to this sort of vital issue, to which 
the destiny of our nation in the present and future is linked. 
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"Two occasions that are interrelated have arisen at the time of this conversation-- 
the occasion of the national holiday, which is a day that makes it mandatory that 
we have a feeling for our educational movement, have a sense for the steps it has 
taken, and realize what stage it has reached and what level it has attained, and, 
secondly, the advent of the new academic year. 


"There is no doubt that our country has made substantive progress in the field of 
education at various levels. 


"There is no doubt that what has been realized so far should be considered note- 
worthy in comparison with our circumstances of the past and with societies like 
ours in the world. 


"It is our good fortune that the issue of education, in particular, meets with the 
direct attention of His Majesty King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, may God protect him, 
who is the pioneer of the educational resurgence in the country. It has received 
the elements of his intellectual conviction, his time, his effort and his attention 
and these have inspired it to take broad, giant steps forward in the shortest pos- 
sible period of time. 


"This interest has been embodied in great support for and constant followup of the 
course of education and the evaluation of its various levels. His majesty's refer- 
ence, in his speech to the nation, to the educational process included emphasis on 
raising the level of education, and qualitative and quantitative concern for it. 

It included an evaluation of the level of education and guidance of it toward an 
improved level in the future. 


"While that is one of the leaders' goals and is at the top of their concerns, the 
educational institutions’ responsibilities are to convert these goals and translate 
these concerns into an integrated, applied educational reality." 


/I asked / "What is education?" 


/He stated/ "Education, in essence, means providing individuals with proper, basic 
information, on the condition that this provisioning process be accompanied by: 


"A. Removal of negatives, that is, the removal of all negative aspects from it 
which could turn it into ‘frozen accumulation’ of fragmented information. 


"B. Positive effort, in the sense that the process of providing proper basic in- 
formation should be accompanied by an educational effort and the establishment of 

a curriculum which will provide the individual who is the subject of educational 
attention with a proper picture of the world, who and what is in it, and of life, 
in terms of motives, behavior and goals. Along with all this, of course, the cur- 
ricula should be rendered immune from superstitious and peripheral thinking, pro- 
vided that this entire notion be formulated in a curriculum which will turn it into 
a guide to action and a program for conduct. 


"People's problem is that if they think without learning there will be illusion, 
there will be superstition, and there will be gaps in one's responsibility toward 
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the sources of knowledge: ‘Do not take a position on that of which you have no 
knowledge: sight, hearing and the heart, all these he is responsible for.' 


"Their problem is that if theylearn in an improper manner, then what results is 
‘disguised ignorance.’ Their problem is that if they receive proper information 
they nonetheless set up heavy barriers and massive obstacles between information 
and behavior. You can see many people bearing great loads of knowledge but acting 
like people who know nothing and comporting themselves in a manner which is at 
odds with the information they possess, and this is a real catastrophe. 


"Knowledge is not a means for self-glorification, and it is not a commodity that 
is to be stored away. 


"In my estimation, most of the reasons for administrative, professional, social, 
cultural and ideological ‘shortcomings’ may be attributed to this terrible 
dichotomy. 


"There are doctors who smoke, knowing what harm will certainly arise from that to 
health and strength. 


"There are engineers who are negligent regarding improper proportions in the scien- 
tific volumes of cement relative to sand, for instance, and this causes the sudden 
collapse of a building or shortens its life. 


"There are students in Islamic learning who talk and do not act, who possess knowl- 
edge but cannot see in their own Lives. 


"There are administrators who keep management bills and rules then commit violations 
against them on purpose, so that confusion and sterility in performance result. 


"There are men of the media who know the 'basic components’ of their nation, then 
do not make their activity adapt to things that can serve these components. 


"What is the reason for all these people's shortcomings? 


"It is the method of education which presents information in the form of a ‘frozen 
accumulation’ which is abstracted from behavior and alienated from ‘moral respon- 
sibility.' 


"If we have been influenced by this phenomenon to some extent, the reason for this 
is emulation and sim lation of educational systems, for educational systems are 
not just courses that are studied--they are, alongside that, theories that are 
packed with philosophies, intellectual approaches, values and customs which con- 
sider that it is not harmful to separate science from behavior. 


"IT do not mean separating experimental science from its techniques; rather, I mean 
separating science from moral commitment. 


"The philosophy behind the forces separating science from moral commitment totally 
contradicts Islam's curriculum regarding education and upbringing. 
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"The gap between science and behavior is an educational problem in the first place 
and the radical remedy to that lies in the reform and adaptation of educational 
systems in a manner where a firm ‘unity’ between science and the work based on it 
can arise. 


"We want education to be a process of ‘intellectual nurturing’ in proper thinking, 
sound conceptualizing and upright judging. 


"We want education to be 2 ‘scientific guide’ to work, application and commitment. 


"In the light of this, we can say that the process of education in the country re- 
quires great efforts which should be concentrated on modifications, changes, de- 
velopment and guidance, so that the desired goal of the educational process may 
be realized." 


/I asked/ "It is observed that an expansion has taken place in the base of higher 
education, while it is observed that there has been a decline in education below 
the higher level, that is, vocational education. Is that a healthy phenomenon?" 


Diversification of Education and the Development of People's Bents 


/He replied/ "This is another important issue which requires deep, serious study. 
To expand higher education is not wrong in itself, for the following reasons: 


"First, instruction in the seven universities has made it necessary to obtain 
people with the highest scholarly qualifications. 


"Second, the higher ranagement of the development process in the country requires 
equally high levels. 


"Thied, higher education is a natural outlet or resource through which the country 
can be ‘a human reserve’ of workers and reserves who are distributed among places 
of work, performance and production at the highest levels, in accordance with im- 
portant, diverse requirements as they arise. It is not sound planning in any way 
to help people without reserves until they are taken by surprise and confused by 
requirements. 


"However, the situation which one mst quickly rectify is to support the education- 
al line paralleling higher education; this is vocational and technical education. 


"Reserves which possess expertise and skill are essential human reserves and no 
resurgence or civilization can dispense with them at any time or in any place. 


"Doctors need assistants, university professors need research assistants, telephone 
stations need maintenance technicians as they need engineers, aviation activity 
requires four or five levels of worker, and so on. 


"The more the country becomes involved in the development process, the greater 
the need for this productive, effective reserve becomes. 
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"It is necessary that the matter of benefiting from expatriate experts be guided, 
in the sense that the benefit that is derived in this field be restricted to ‘high- 
level expertise.' This will automatically lead to basic reliance on ‘domestic ex- 
pertise’ at the reserve level. 


"These facts must be put into an integrated long-range plan which is based on two 
main foundations: 


"l, The first main foundation is society's needs. Proper education responds to 
needs, Therefore, one of the most prominent domestic missions is to specify the 
"type of education’ that is required in a precise, decisive way. 


"What are our requirements in the future? 
"What is the size of these requirements? 
‘What are the best educational systems for responding to these requirements? 


"The scientific response to these questions constitutes the first foundation of the 
planning that is needed. 


"2. The second main foundation is the study of the bents and talents of emerging 
generations. It is certain that a scientific bent and a receptivity to education 
will have a strong effect on the educational composition of the human personality. 


"We do not want to get into an argument over whether the curriculum should be set 
out in advance in the maner of theoretical revorts or should be set out on the 
basis of 'a study of actual problems' facing students and teachers. 


"This argument is dictated by an exaggerated attitude or partiality toward one 
theory or another, 


"As far as we are concerned, however, there is no problem, since the curriculum 
must include the basic principles which bind growing young people to their beliefs, 
their religion, their language, their heritage, and awareness of the forces that 
keep God's commands from being attained and alienate generations of people from 
their beliefs, their language and their roots. 


"At the same time, it is essential that the problems be studied and their conclus- 
ions be taken into consideration, and that the insights derived from them be in- 
cluded in the curriculum, so that the artificial contradiction among ccnflicting 
parties may be eliminated. 


"Social custom, oftentimes, dictates a specific educational policy. This custom 
Starts with a separate case or a few cases; repetion and imitation turn it into a 
general phenomenon and a trend which imposes a form of pressure, that of a prefer- 
ence for ‘engineering,’ for instance. 


"There is no doubt that the country needs an army of engineers, but engineering 
is not everything. In spite of its importance and its benefits, it is a branch 
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of science which makes up society's integrated requirements, along with other 
necessary branches. 


"However, the ‘inclination of the society' looks at the matter not through these 
eyes, but rather through the eyes of mimicry, vanity and emulation. 


"Sometimes family and clan conferences are held in which relatives and friends take 
part in order to consult on the matter of getting a son or daughter to go into one 
given field of specialization or another, and decisions are reached which are not 
based on science or knowledge. The student may go into a department or become en- 
rolled in an area of specialization that he does not care for and is not in keep- 
ing with his talents, but goes into it out of deference to the wish of the family 
or the recommendations of relatives. 


"Studying people's bents and talents is not as easy as one might imagine. In spe- 
cific historic, educational and social circumstances, people's natural inclinations 
might become disturbed and talents might be misled or rendered sterile. 


"This hs a problem. 

"Every problem has a solution. 

"The solution to this problem lies in educational plans that have a specific goal, 
which is 'to develop people's bents.' These are plans which will be destined to 
succeed (with God's permission) if the necessary conditions are provided for them. 
"By studying people's bents, then by making plans to ‘develop people's bents' and 


guide them, vocational and technical education can receive its fair share of the 
nation's young men. 


"Also, higher education will receive its proper share, on the basis of new criteria.,' 


/I asked/ "What is your future conception of the condition the educational process 
in the kingdom ought to possess?" 


/He said/ "Two main rules on this subject became apparent in the past, namely: 
"). The rule of ‘linking education to behavior.' 


"2, The rule of ‘diversifying education’ so that it will respond to all require- 
ments, 


"There are two other rules which will contribute to improving the level of educa- 
tion in the future. These two rules are; 


"1, Education for the sake of innovation. 


'2,. Responding to the ‘electronic’ challenge. 
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Education for the Sake of Innovation 


"The best measurement of the success of the educational process is the number of 
innovative people, not the number of graduates. True, quantity has its value and 
weight, although its value will be greater if the rate of innovation in it is high. 


"Education plays a major part in opening up, kindling and fostering innovation. 

It also plays a major part in repressing and stifling it. This statement applies 
to curriculums and professors alike--curriculums which prepare the best climate 
for unleashing and releasing people's talents and enriching the activity of the 
mind in a manner that will direct it toward innovation, and professors who create 
innovative, independent-minded, free, genuine personalities in students and do not 
try to melt them into their own persons. 


"Innovation has numerous attributes, among the most important of which are mental 
alertness, flexibility, deep immersion in technique, a high level of concern, a 
desire to create new things, firm confidence in the tremendous powers that God has 
created in man, and the desire to serve people. 


"We can state, for example, that the Moslems were the people who invented the zero, 
and they were the first people who used it, 873 years after the birth of Christ. 

It is an invention upon which one of the great pillars of modern science and con- 
temporary civilization was based. Through it, the process of computation evolved 
and became transformed from a primitive state to a new, scientific form. By means 
of it, mankind obtained the most important innovation of the age, which is the 
computer. 


"That is all true, but how did the invention occur? 
"Behind it lay an innovative Islamic intelligence. 


"Behind this innovative intelligence lay a group of acts of proper scientific think- 
ing which concluded with : priceless, valuable, useful result. 


"First, the proper conception of places and vacuums. 

"Second, a deep immersion in the ‘scientific subject.’ The effect of this deep im- 
mersion is that it pursues new paths and opens up horizons that no one had previ- 
ously reached, 


"Third, the performance of experiments and patience with this process. 


"Fourth, the proper appraisal of the value of the invention and the extent of its 
benefit for man, 


"I consider that a proper curriculum and a professor who is good at the art of 
teaching and education are the main reason, after God's gond fortune, why this 
Islamic genius manifested itself in this great, illuminating invention. 
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"Therefore, the process of education in our country must pay the strictest attention 
to nurturing the ‘spirit of initiative’ among pupils and students. As long as people 
are the object of trust, it is mandatory that they be given scope for initiative, 
positive action and spontaneous development, so that they can find the broadest 

scope for realizing their ambitions and applying their talents." 


A Response to the Electronic Challenge 
/T asked / "What is the meaning of response to the electronic challenge?" 


/He replied/ "Its meaning is that we are facing an electronic challenge and that 
we have no choice but to respond to it and adapt ourselves to its demands and re- 
quirements. 


"A sound educational curriculum is one which assimilates the most recent achieve- 
ments of the age and premises of science. 


"If you visit a school for small children, is it reasonable that you should find 
that their games, in terms of historical time, have been frozen in the era of the 
steam locomotive? 


"It would not be bad if its purpose was just to study the achievements of another 
age, but proper education requires that children nowadays be provided games that 
are based on the technology of the computer and space travel systems, so that their 
talents may be made receptive to achievements with which they will be dealing to- 
morrow, when they are adults, in the field of serious activity, not in the field 

of games. 


"Don't we agree that it is necessary to fill the gap that separates us from the 
industrial and post-industrial societies? 


"How,then, can we arrive at this obvious point, on which agreement has been reached, 
in the realm of reality? We can arrive at it first and foremost through education- 
al systems that will qualify us to enter quickly and confidently into the ‘elec- 
tronic age.' 


"The countries of the European Common Market and the United States of America are 
trying to protect their industry from growing Japanese encroachment. 


"How did Japan arrive at this level? 


"It produced an ordinary form of industry at the beginning, then a leap into elec- 
tronics afterward. How did it produce this ‘leap into electronics? ' 


"It produced advanced, developed systems of education which the people who planned 
it had designed to serve the strategy of comprehensive electronic progress in 
Japan. 


"The race is at its most intense, and we must enter it, impose our presence and 
triumph in a manner which will achieve the greatest degrees of progress for 
our country. 
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"This process of imposing our presence will not depend on muscle, will not be 
realized through hopes and assertions, and will not be attained by unequal methods. 


"The weapon for this competition, this race, this encroachment is the mind and 
strong, sharp thinking. 


"The school and the university are the ‘centers for manufacturing these weapons. ' 


"The next 20 years will witness as much scientific progress as the /entire/ 20th 
century has witnessed, or more, 


"The point of departure and concentration in preparing for all this is an education- 
al system which can combine a response to the needs of the present with the assimi- 
lation of the facts of the future." 


In conclusion, this is the "issue of education" in our country, which we have pre- 
sented on these pages, first by reviewing its philosophical dimension then by sub- 
jecting this philosophical dimension to discussion and application with one of our 
greatest thinkers, Dr ‘Abdallah al-Turki. 


We know that this issue has been raised dozens of times before and that it will be 
raised in the future. We are in favor of raising it in all its dimensions, be- 
cause the issue deserves to be discussed on all levels. The first measure we must 
carry out in execution is to hasten to establish the educational development center 
because the tasks that lie ahead of this center are so important and serious that 
we should do so. 


The "issue of education" remains the issue of today, tomorrow, and the day after 
tomorrow. 
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SUDAN 


MINISTER DISCUSSES FIRST PHASE OF OIL EXPLOITATION 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in: Arabic 21 Sep 82 p 5 


[Interview with Sharif al-Tuhami, Minister of Energy and Mining, by Babakr 
Abu al-Dahb: "Construction of Pipeline To Export Sudanese Crude Oil and the 
Kosti Refinery Are One Project,"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The Sudanese citizen received the great announcement last Monday with 
considerable satisfaction, regarding the beginning of the exploitation of 
Sudanese oil discovered in 1975. This will be done by exporting crude through 
a new pipeline from the production sites to the Red Sea coast. 


The announcement confirmed Sudan's entry into the oil exploitation stage and 
consequently, its entry into the ranks of world energy sources. The exploita- 
tion stage also means more, as mentioned in the announcement. It means acce- 
lerating the growth process in Sudan, and consequently, bolstering the Sudanese 
economy in the shortest possible time. 


The Sudanese citizen was not content with receiving the happy news. Questions 
were repeated about the precise technical details, the anticipated statistics 
and how Sudan's share would be distributed at the present time. There are 
questions about how long it will take to build the new pipeline, as well as 
other questions concerning various details that the Sudanese citizen wished to 
know. We put these questions to Dr Sharif al-Tuhami, the minister of energy 
and mining. 


[Question] It was mentioned in the announcement that the pipeline, which will 
have construction priority, will have a maximum capacity of 100,000 barrels a 
day. In view of the current world price for a barrel of oil, we find that the 
annual return from exporting the maximum would amount to $1,224,000,000. If we 
begin by exporting 50,000 barrels as a first stage, the yield would be | 
$612,000,000 a year. What is your excellency's comment on that? 


[Answer] It is well known that the line will begin by shipping 50,000 barrels 
a day as a first stage and, God willing, after the period of implementation, 
the production force will enable us to export 100,000 barrels a day within a 
short time. In light of this, we hope to achieve a return from implementation 
which will reach a maximum of $1,224,000,000 per year, and in the first stage 
some $650,000,000 a year. 
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I want to point out that the profits will be distributed equally between Sudan 
and the Chevron Company, as the ratified contract stipulates. Currently, our 
share is 49 percent, and Chevron's is 51 percent. Chevron's share decreases 
gradually each year, while our share rises, until the company receives the 
amount of its total costs. Consequently, the total profit will become Sudan's 
alone. 


350 Barrels of Crude Oil Ready for Exploitation 


[Question] Would your excellency please inform us of the size of the amounts 
now available for exploitation and the size of the amounts discovered so far? 


[Answer] The amount now ready for exploitation through the exportation of 
crude through the line ranges between 300 and 350 million barrels. 


As for the amounts that have been discovered so far, as the director of the 
Chevron Company previously announced over the BBC, they fluctuate between 8 
and 10 billion barrels. This represents Sudan's oil reserves. 


A Measurable Economic Step 
[Question] What is the economic dimension of this step? 


[Answer] It is economical and measurable. It is the ideal option at the pre- 
sent time. Sudan's share of the first stage profits will cover nearly 80 per- 
cent of its consumption of petroleum products. 


We must not look for oil profits to solve all our problems. Objective planning 
is what must be used to strengthen the roots of the Sudanese economy, repre- 
sented by agricultural and industrial production, and not by oil profits. Any 
other assets are in addition to the thrust aimed at strengthening the agricul- 
tural and industrial sectors. 


Large Commercial Operations 


[Question] It said in the announcement that Sudan will use its share of oil 
either for immediate sale on the Red Sea coast, or by refining it in Port 
Sudan, or in another refinery inside the country. We wonder about directing 
Sudan's share toward achieving self-sufficiency? Or does the amount exceed 
that and come within the sphere of commercial amounts? 


[Answer] When the crude oil reaches the coast, Sudan will be able to do what- 
ever is appropriate. The beginning is basically in commercial dealings and 
entering into large commercial operations. We might sell the crude oil and 
import petroleum products ready for consumption. We might only sell half and 
refine the other half domestically. 


Generally, we will adopt commercial flexibility, which will enable us to deal 
in the most propitious manner. 
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Implementing the Export Line Is Implementing Half the Kosti Refinery Project 


[Question] Some people question changing the position announced regarding ex- 
porting Sudanese crude oil through a new pipeline at the present time, and 
postponing construction of the Kosti refinery until some other time. It is 
said that the refinery is more secure than the pipeline, especially since we 
have the experience of the Port Sudan-Khartoum pipeline, which has been sub- 
jected to some convulsions in its operations. 


[Answer] First, I want to make it clear that the Kosti refinery project is 
made up of two parts. The first part is building the refinery, and the second 
part is the pipeline, which will go to Port Sudan. 


By implementing the new pipeline, we will have achieved half the Kosti refin- 
ery project, i.e., the refinery and the pipeline are one project. 


In announcing the new line, by building the new pipeline at once, we will have 
given the export line priority over building the refinery. 


The Kosti refinery, as an idea and a planned economic subject, has been post- 
poned until later. At the same time, we have implemented the second part of 
it by constructing the new export line. 


When our economic situation has improved, the construction of the refinery and 
the refining machinery will be implemented within the framework of this pro- 
ject. 


[Question] Why Does a Gasoline Line Adjoin the Crude Export Line? 


[Answer] Building a line next to the export line is necessary because of the 
nature of Sudanese oil and for technical and practical reasons. We will con- 
struct two lines, one a 22-inch line to the port of export, and another 8-inch 
line to the oil fields, passing through many places that need gasoline. We may 
complete this line to carry petroleum products to Bentiu, and westward to Abu 
Jabirah. 


The parallel line is built to facilitate the flow of crude oil in the main 
pipeline. That is due to the degree of heat, which the flow of crude requires 
in the pipeline, since if it is less than 90 degrees Fahrenheit, it will cause 
the liquid crude to congeal. 


However, that necessitated choosing a material to facilitate the flow of oil, 
and gasoline was chosen to serve two purposes simultaneously, to facilitate 
the flow and to use it in areas of need. Fi 


Three Years to Build the New Line 


[Question] Some people feel that 3 years is a long time for completion o¥ the 
work on the new line by any standard. What is your view? : 


» 
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[Answer] The work was set to be completed in 1985. However, construction of 
the line will probably be completed before that date, especially since we began 
to implement the project immediately after the announcement. 


In general, I don't think the period is a long one. We hope that the work will 
be completed before the set date. 


Together with the president, we have decided on a policy of exporting the crude 
oil, because we felt that it was more appropriate at this stage of our economic 
and social development, as well as in view of world conditions. 


We hope to have good luck with the oil, and we hope that it will bolster the 
Sudanese economy within the framework of its various aspects. 


Monday's Announcement and the Plan to Export Sudan's Crude Oil 


Last Monday's announcement was a great event in the Ministry of Energy and 
Mining, where President Ja'far Muhammad Numayri spent a full workday, during 
which he announced new oil discoveries in the Unity 9 field, which in one of 
its lower strata, produced 2800 barrels a day. 


It was confirmed that exploration is ongoing and discoveries are continuing. 
It is expected that a larger production will be achieved. 


The president announced a plan to export Sudan's crude oil, asserting that 
building the pipeline was decided as a result of the increased amounts of oil 
discovered, and because it represents the most beneficial, easiest and quick- 
est way and with the least cost for exploitation. 


The president said that that does not mean that we will not build the refinery 
in the future, 


Press Announcement 


The Ministry of Energy and Mining issued a press statement after the announce- 
ment about the exporting of Sudan's crude oil, in which it confirmed that the 
plan represents the most beneficial and quickest of the alternatives for ex- 
ploiting the oil discovered in 1975. 


In the statement, it was reported that after consultation and coordination 
among the authorities concerned, it was decided to construct a pipeline to move 
the crude to the Red Sea coast, a distance of 1440 km. It measures 22 inches 
and has a maximum capacity of 100,000 barrels a day. However in the first 
stage, 50,000 barrels a day will be shipped. 
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SUDAN 


PROBLEMS OF LAPSES IN FARM OUTPUT DECRIED 
Khartoum AL=AYYAM in Arabic 7 Sep 82 p 5 


[Article by Karamallah al-Sadiq: "The Mechanized Farming 
Projects: Project Gasoline Is Sold on the Black Market!"] 


[Text] Mechanized projects for farming irrigated by rain- 
fall in the Sudan may be broken down into two parts -- 
planned mechanized farming projects and unplanned ones. 


The planned projects include areas of mechanized farming 
irrigated by rainfall in various regions of the Sudan which 
have been surveyed and studied, whose soil has been 
examined and classified, and which have been planned as 
mechanized projects ranging from 1,000 to 1,500 feddans in 
area per project. The projects which were planned and dis- 
tributed among farmers by the Agricultural Authority be- 
fore the organization was established in 1969 and the pro- 
jects which were planned in the organization's tennure, 
which include the 5-year plan projects, account for 2.7 
million feddans in addition to the areas set aside for 
agricultural compani2s, which are around a million feddans. 


The areas which were cleared, stripped of trees and exploited 
in illegal ways without study or attention to maintenance 

of their natural resources are included [in the unplanned 
mechanized farming areas]. 


However, in spite of that, farming outside the scope of 
planning has become an actual fact in view of the great, 
important role it fulfills in the country's economy. In- 
deed, it is considered that its economic yirld greatly ex- 
ceeds that from planned mechanized projects, because its 
area and the volume of its output is about 30 percent 
greater than that of the planned projects, especially in 
the al-Qadarif area. What encourages expanded farming 














outside the scope of planning is the rapidity with which 
one can acquire a good income from corn and sesame crops, 
especially with the constant increase in the prices of 
the two crops in recent years, 


In addition, there is a deficiency in government re- 
sources and a lack of the support the General Mechanized 
Farming Organization needs to make plans for large areas 
in a way which will be in keeping with the aspirations of 
the citizens, who want to get into this investment field. 
For this reason, the situation requires that horizon‘al 
expansion in mechanized farming irrigated by rainfall in- 
side and out side the scope of planning be limited and 
that the necessary support be created for the General 
Mechanized Farming Organization so that it can replan, 
organize and schedule farming outside the scope of plan- 
ning and provide the necessary services. 


Acreage and Productivity 


The total area farm ed in the 1981-82 season is estimated 
at about 5.9 million feddan, of which the acreage planted 
with corn is about 5.5 million feddans, with an output 
estimated at about 2.8 million tons. In general, this 
season is considered to be the highest in terms of output 
and area, as far as corn goes, relative to previous ones, 
and this may be attributed to several reasons, the most 
important of which may be summarized as follows: 


This season, 1981-82, was distinguished from the ones pre- 
ceding it by high rates of rainfall and orderly distribu- 
tion in most are.s of production. 


The insane increase in corn prices in the previous season, 
1980-81, encouraged expansion in corn farming at the 
expense of sesame acreage in all areas of production. A 
comparison made in the al-Qadarif area, which is the area 
of greatest producti on in the Sudan, to a large extent 
shows the nature of the increase in acreage and the pro- 
ductivity of farming in this season, 1981-82. 


The rate of increase in the acreage farmed with corn came 
to 35 percent there, while the rate of decrease in sesame 
acreage is estimated at about 22.6 percent. 


Harvest Problems 


This season the harvest problem was a large, difficult one, 
especially in the case of the corn crop, in spite of the 
quality of production. The harvest was greatly delayed, to 
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the extent that the loss of a high proportion of the 

corn production, estimated at about 15 percent, resulted; 
the corn dropped off in large areas because it dried out 
and was exposed to the effect of wind and fire in some 
areas. The delay in the harvest may be ascribed to two 
main courses: 


1. From the beginning, there was a delay in the arrival 

of harvest workers at production areas: this could be ex- 
plained by the fact that they were preoccupied with harvest- 
ing their own crops in some of their places of residence, 
reflecting the quality of the fall in the areas where the 
workers were located. The scarcity of workers from the 
beginning led to an insane increase in the wage scales for 
cutting and collecting corn, in addition to rises in pri- 
ces of storage materials. Through calculations made on 

the wage scales in the various production areas, the wages 
for cutting corn ranged from 10 to 15 pounds per feddan. 

In addition to that, the wages for beating -- "threshing"-- 
corn in combines and sesame harvesting groups in most of the 
areas was close to that for those for cutting grain from 

2.5 to 3 pounds per feddan. The average production per 
feddan was approxi mately two sacks, that is, about 4 qan- 
tars. 


The Shortage of Gasoline 


The shortage of gasoline in the period from the berinning 
to the is to be considered the main reason for the delay 
and high costs of the harvest especially in remote produc- 
tion sreas such as South Kordofan and al-Rank, which has 
suffered and still is suffering greatly from the shortage 
of gasoline and its high price in the black market, where a 
barrel comes to more than 400 pounds, leading to a severe 
inability to harvest crops or the part of low and middle 
income farmers. A large proportion of the people who did 
perform the harvest did not suzceed in sending all their 
output to market areas because means of transportation were 
not available, and that was consequently reflected ina 
great drop in corn prices, because there were no buyers 

and storage facilities were not available. 


The Next Harvest 


Harvesters were not available, that is, the number of harves- 
ters available was not in keeping with the large corn acreage 
this season. Even the harvesters which were available sus- 
tained frequent work stoppages for long periods because of 
breakdowns and the lack of spare parts. It is worth point- 
ing out that harvesters in general are used in the 

threshing process. That may be attributed to one major 
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reason, namely that most farmers grow ordinary long- 
steik corn such as the various (al-fitrital), al-Mufidd, 
yellow, al-Debr and other strains. These strains cannot 
be reaped by narvesters; therefore they are cut by 
humans and threshed by harvesters. 


The Costs of Crop Productivity 


From the data on the actual costs of operating government 
farms, which represent various production areas, and the 
information we obtained from farmers in various production 
areas after a survey was made which covered, most areas, 
it is apparent that the production costs of the corn and 
sesame crops have risen relative to their level of the pre- 
vious season; the costs came to 100 percent [more] in the 
case of the corn crop. We find that the cost of producing 
a feddan of corn in the 1980-81 season was 24.85 pounds, 
while this season, 1981-82, it rose to 48.524 pounds. The 
cost of a sack of corn rose from 6.212 pounds in the 1980- 
81 season to 12.195 pounds this season. 


Although gasoline was to some extent available during the 
preparation and planting period, the farmers did not face 
big problems during the planting except in certain remote 
areas, and there were in general no problems relative to 
planting and preparation, the great problem facing produc- 
ers nonetheless was the lack of gasoline for harvesting, 
transportation, and shipment, and the effects that that 
left, as we pointed out on the harvest. 


Problems and Obstacles 


Although the gasoline situation improved reiatively during 
the month of May, there was a large imbalance in the execu- 
tion of the gasoline plan that had been set forth, in 

which the production areas requirements for gasoline were 
determined, calculated and scheduled for a whole year with 
the Petroleum Department basing its general plan on them. 
However, it was observed that there was a distribution in 
the execution of the plan, and the requisite requirements 
did not reach the production areas according to plan. dere 
we would like to warn thet unless the amounts are doubled 
in the month of June, the effects of this will plainly be 
reflected on farming in the 1982-83 season. 


Fuel Bulk Flants 


One of the great problems producers have faced is the ab- 
sence of oil companies and petroleum bulk plants in many 
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regions, especially al-Rank and al-Dilling. The produc- 
ers have suffered greatly in obtaining gasoline and bring- 
ing it in over long distances from Khartoum, and the pro- 
cess has been difficult and expensive. In addition, there 
are no oil tanks or bulk plants. 


Therefore it is necessary that in all production areas in 
all regions oil storage facilities, buik plants and supply 
companies be established in the producing areas of the 
sector of mechanized farming irrigated by rainfall to reduce 
the producers suffering and lower production costs. 


Spare Parts 


Although the General Mechanized Farming Organization has been 
of great assistance in reducing the severe scarcity of spare 
parts for tractors am agricultural equipment bv allocating 
$5 million to local supply companies in stages over a 4-year 
period, and the spare parts that have arrived this season 
have to some extent helped improve the situation, a short- 
age of spare parts continues to exist, especially in the 

case of harvesters. 


Crop Marketing 


There is no clear crop marketing policy. The announcement 
setting the minimum for crop prices, especially for sesame 
and cotton crops, always arrives late, inflicting losses on 
the producers. Along with the delay in announcements we 
usually find that the declared prices are low and unrealis-= 
tic. This may be attributed to the fact that che bodies 

in charge of setting out marketing policies have not requested 
the participation of the General Mechanized Farming Organiza- 
tion, which is the only body in charge of administrating 

and supervising this important sector and has realistic 
information and data showing the cost of producing mechanized 
crops irrieated by rainfall (corn, sesame and cotton). In 
addition, the Federation of Farmers (producers) must take 
part, or their opinion must be taken, when prices are set. 


This season produce rs have faced a big problem in marketing 
their crops, especially corn; in spite of the great rise 

in production cost s this season, we find that corn prices 

are constantly declining in most production areas. At the 
start of the season, corn prices in the ais.-Qadarif crop market 
began at 37 pounds per ardebb and then started dropping gra- 
dually, reaching 26 or 24 pounds per ardebb in the last week 
of May. In the two regions of al=-Damazin and Kusti, the 
prices were between 18 and 20 pounds and in al-Dilling they 
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were about 22 pounds; in al-Rarnk they came to 18 and 16 
pounds per ardebb. There have been no buyers owing to 

the large supply, the paucity of demand, and the shorgage 
of means of transport from farms to local markets and frcem 
local markets to major consumption areas, because of the 
lack of gasoline, in addition to inadequate storage facili- 
ties. In addition, the Agricultural Bank does not deal 
with its agents within the limits of the credit available, 
and there is a deficiency in export activity; the produc- 
ers or merchants of the crop do not receive any encourage- 
ment or incentives for exporting. All these factors have 
interacted to produce the great drop in corn prices, and 
the effect of that has been reflected in damage to the 
producers, 


Storage 


The sector of mechanized farming irrigated by rainwater 
suffers from a great deficiency in storage facilities -- 
that is, current storage capacity in the production areas 
is not in keeping with the volume of production. The 
government must, through its various organizations, strive 
to build the necessary storehouses and silos because, in 
Our opinion, the losses befalling the crops as a conse-= 
quence of the lack of storage and the loss of the crops 
themselves in storage relative to the volume of annual 
production and losses in national income aré@ great and 
serious. It is necessary to give priority to the construc- 
tion of storehouses and silos in the production areas. 


Trained Personnel 


This sector suffers greatly from a terrible deficiercy in 
trained technical personnel in the form of agricultural 
engineers, mechanics, skilled workers and drivers of trucks, 
tractors and harvesters. The effect of this has been re- 
flected on the poor tuality of maintenance, the prolifera- 
tion of breakdown s in agricultural machinery and equipment, 
the high depreciation of spare parts, the short life of 
agricultural machinery and equipment and the poor performance 
level of agricultural activities. This has all resulted 

from the emigration of most of the trained personnel and 
skilled workers from the Sudan in the search for reasonable 
wages which will realize their aspirations and guarantee a 
dignified life for their families, because the mediocre 

wages they receive in mechanized agricultural projects are 
not in keeping with the amount of sacrifice they offer under 
difficult, severe working conditions in remote production 
areas where the most simple essential services do not exist -- 
not to speak of the insane constant increase in costs of 
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living. Therefore, untrained, unqualified groups of 
technicians and skilled workers remain, and their poor 
performance level is reflected in the short life of the 
equipment, contributions to reduced production, and the 
resulting large increase in the volume of annual losses. 
The situation requires that this phenomenon be studied 
and that urgent solutions be found to it through: 


Supporting training centers that now exist with quali- 
fied staffs, the necessary machinery and equipment, 

and the requisite financial allocations for training, 
besides opening other training centers in certain produc- 
tion areas, 


Improving Wages and increasing allowances to match the diffi- 
cult living conditions and the high cost of living, to 
improve the work environment, and to provide essential 
necessary services (health services, educational services, 
and so forth) for workers and their children. 





Applying the incentive system to workers and farmers to get 
greater production. 


Water Resources and Roads 


Excavated reservoir water resources now existing in produc- 
tion areas are few in number and small in size; they do 
not cover project needs, because they rapidly dry up, 
directly after the fall, at which point farmers face great 
obstacles and are compelled to bring water in from remote 
areas. This task is difficult and expensive and it is 
necessary to maintain existing excavated reservoirs and 
make new ones. 


In addition, the poor quality of the roads, especially the 
Simsim Roac south of al-Qadarif, because of its bad state, 
and the dif.iculty of using them in autumn are among the 
major obstacles facing production and have been and still 
are a reason why many farmers avoid carrying their projects 
through. 


Failure to Follow Crop Cycles 


It i “ly unfortunate that farmers do not follow the 
cro, ° : system, even though the majority of them have 
lear, vhrough experience and practice that cultivating a 


single crop on a single plot of land for more than a year 
exhausts the land, brings in strange weeds, and reduces 
production. Although they know this through experience, 
and although there are directives from people in charge of 
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mechanized farming ordering that the cycles be followed, 
and there is a section in the mechanized projc:t deeds that 
compels them to follow the cycle, you can still find them 
violating the spirit of these directives, They may be 
explained by the shortsightedness of most farmers in has- 
tening to realize rapid financial going or returns without 
devoting attention to conservation of the land. 


For this reason we consider that it is necessary to review 
contract bills and sections in order to put in strong legally 
binding articles compelling farmers to follow the cycle, 

on account of its importance, to give the General Organization 
strong legal powers to set forth the necessary deterrent 
punishments for farmers, and to back the organization up with 
the resources for monitoring that. 


Pests and Diseases 


There are no diseases worth mentioning as far as the crops 
go; rather, the biggest pests which threaten production each 
year are the starlings. Massive numbers of birds have 
appeared in most production areas, inflicting damage on the 
corn crop; however, the Plant Protection Department, in 
spite of its scanty resources, has managed to eliminate the 
birds in all the areas. Because of the broad scope of cul- 
tivated areas and the remoteness of the production areas, 
when some bird prevention campaigns were effected the birds 
preferred certain remote areas which the department was not 
able to get to early, and this may be explained by deficien- 
cies in resources. For this reason, the situation requires 
that this section be given support in the form of adequate 
airplanes, pesticides for birds, and the necessary trained 
staffs so that preparations can be made at an early time to 
guarantee a complete campaign. 


As regards cotton in state farms and agricultural companies, 
the level insect prevention, followup, oversight and spray- 


ing operations has been good. 


However, in recent years, especially in the 1981-82 season, 
the (Abu Darq) bug has made its appearance in conspicious 
form, causing extreme damage to cotton, especially in the 
state farms in Aqad and Simsim; in spite of the resistance 
to it, the rate of damage it causes the cotton has been 
high, and the situation therefore requires that this insect 
be studied and that effective means to combat it be found. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 





AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS DISCUSSED 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 15 Sep 82 p 17 


[Article by Amin ‘Abd-al-Salam al-Wasabi: "Agricultural Development in Yemen 
and Its Role in Raising the Level of the Yemeni Economy" ] 


[Text] We wish to talk about agricultural development in Yemen and agricultural 
activity, an important and vital function, the improvement of which has been en- 
phasized by the state. It in turn is considered a starting point toward achieve- 
ment of many goals and also a revival of the agricultural movement which right- 
fully is viewed as a function to which we must devote all efforts because Ye- 
menis are capable of overcoming the stages of economic stagnation through ideo- 
logical alertness and a crystallization of the concepts of development in a 
manner which recognizes the underlying factors in these important aspects be- 
cause they are primarily considered the focal point for the foundation of the 
economic structure. 


While we wish to deal with agricultural development in all its forms in Yemen, 
our discussion here will be confined to agricultural development and we will 
just talk about all aspects which pertain to the process of development in Yemen. 
This will require us to take a look at a number of developmental issues because, 
with regard to any developing country such as Yemen, the writer must cover a 
number of facets of the issues which are intimately linked with development. 


Nor is our intention here to present a study of development in Yemen but we all 

recognize that Yemen is an agricultural country and by economic organization and 
bringing regulations and instructions to the attention of the citizens, we will 

be able to revive agriculture and improve the rural areas. 


There are a number of development projects which have helped to improve the de- 
velopment of the rural areas of Yemen and the villages as well allowing us to 
face a future of development the roots of which will stretch to the cities and 
will cover all fields. If we wish to take a look at the most important invest- 
ment projects in Yemen which are in themselves to be considered a facet of 
economic integration, these projects are as follows: 


Projects of the general organization for the development of Tihamah. 
Projects of the Southern highlands in the provinces of Ibb and Ta'izz. 
The Rada' rural development project in al-Bayda' Province. 

. The agricultural loan fund for the southern highlands. 

The Qala’ al-Bun project in San'a' Province. 
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At this point in our discussion we cannot go into the details of each project 
separately because to give the legal and organizational details would require 
giving all the regulations involved in these projects. However, we are not 
trying to present studies of all fields involved in development in Yemen. Rath- 
er, we should at this point turn to s«™e aspects tied in with the process of 
development. We can give a simple and brief exposition of the above projects 

as follows: 


The activity of the general organization for the development of Tihamah began 

in 1968. The study phase for it took about 5 years and actual work started in 
1973. Then we should acquaint ourselves with rural development projects and the 
beginning of the rural guidance project. This particular project is regarded 

as an extension of the agricultural services project which was completed in 1978 
and resulted from concepts arising from the UN development program. Among the 
activities of this program is the provision of organizational support to the 
office of agriculture, services and guidance in cooperation. 


This project is financed by Yemen and the Dutch government at a cost of 15 mil- 
lion riyals. The project runs for 3 years, starting in 1979 and ending in 1982. 


We should then acquaint ourselves with the importance of the southern highlands 
project. It is considerei one of the most important integrated development pro- 
jects, one that has effectively provided services to Yemeni citizens in rural 
areas who had faced many agricultural problems. The scope of its services were 
expanded to the provinces of Ta'izz and Ibb. 


This project was started in 1974 with a study of the importance of the southern 
highlands project and work started in 1976. 


The province of Ibb is one of the most important provinces of Yemen with its 
fine agricultural soil and we view it as one of the most important areas of 
Yemen, the same holding true for Ta'izz Province. This project focussed on 
improving agricultural crops and raising productive capacity. 


With regard to the agricultural loan fund in the southern highlands, we can 
state that this fund is in turn linked to the southern highlands project and 
that there is an intermeshing between the project and the agricultural loan fund. 
The goal of this fund is to provide some sort of assistance and loans to many 
farmers. This activity will propel the development movement in Yemen forward 

in earnest as shown by the new studies prepared for it. We now view all the 
studies which have been made and the programs which have been planned as under- 
way because the state has provided the Yemeni farmer with agricultural experts 
and technicians and has provided major facilities via public services facili- 
ties. With regard to the development project in Rada’, studies for this project 
began in 1975 and then work began in 1978. The main objective of this project 
is to improve the level of agriculture in this area. Attention is also paid to 
animal resources and providing drinking water from artesian wells. 


We might also wish at this point to review the development steps which Yemen is 


taking though it would take more time to relate than we have and the achieve- 
ments are greater than we see. 
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The rural areas of Yemen at present constitute an important economic launching 
point because they have the full potential to achieve the goals of the plan 
since there are agricultural areas suitable for all types of agriculture. 


At this point we come to the role of the cooperative organizations in overcoming 
many of the difficulties and obstacles facing the Yemeni farmer. 


At the outset though we must recognize that Yemen is first of all a developing 
country that must have various development plans laid out for it, that must have 
programs with clear concepts and goals drafted, that must proceed in accordance 
with that plan and that must translate all the regulations and instructions into 
action, achievement and savings for the Yemeni citizen. This is because the 
development plan must be propelled into the arena of work and building in order 
to reinforce all the articles and points of the plan which has been designed be- 
cause the Yemeni citizen lives his life between the mountains and the valleys, 
farming the land in his traditional way on whcih many Yemeni farmers still rely. 


However, what we want to do is make the idea of development nourish the tribal 
mentality on which a narrow view of life is imprinted. The Yemeni citizen must 
recognize the importance of economic development and its role in raising his 
standard of living and reducing his burdens. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS INTERVIEWED ON VARIOUS PROJECTS 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 15 Sep 82 p 17 


[Interview with ‘Abdallah Husayn al-Kurshumi, Minister of Public Works, by 'UKAZ 
correspondent in San'a, date and place not specified] 


[Text] The YAR Ministry of Public Works has a special role and heavy responsi- 
bilities in the process of development in Yemen. It has the task of implement- 
ing the bulk of the projects under the second 5-year Plan and engages in numer- 
ous activities in various fields. 'UKAZ's correspondent in San'a met with H.E. 
the Minister of Public Works, Eng ‘Abdallah Husayn al-Kurshumi and had this 
dialogue with him about the activities of his ministry and how much development 
it has accomplished in this area. 


In his private interview with 'UKAZ, the minister stressed the importance of 
cooperation between the YAR and sister and friendly countries, expressing par- 
ticular praise for the support provided by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for inm- 
plementing Yemeni development plans. 


Highlights 


To start off, Eng ‘Abdallah Husayn al-Kurshumi shed more light on the ministry's 
activities: 


The Ministry of Public Works in the YAR engages in numerous activities. The 
ministry has organizations under its direct supervision and there are other in- 
dependent organisations with separate financial liability which do not come 
under the state's budget. The fields in which the ministry operates, as I rau 
above, are numerous and can be defined as follows: 


1. Providing drinking water in the rural areas of Yemen. This is one of the 
most important projects and one of the biggest departments in the ministry. 


2. The survey sector. The ministry has equipment. for this area to make a com- 
prehensive survey of all the republic's territory, whether ground or aerial 
surveys or fixing points. The survey authority of the ministry is now making a 
real estate registry by recording the ownership of land and real estate. 
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3. The General Department for Port Activities. This department is responsible 
for supervising all the country's ports. It has a laboratory for testing con- 
struction materials and all international companies, public organizations and 
companies of the private sector submit construction materials to be examined 
and tested by the ministry's central laboratory. There are other bodies which 
the ministry supervises, including: 


1. The Ports Organization. It is taking major steps forward. In 1977 we had 
thr * piers at the port of al-Hudaydah and we are now constructing the seventh. 
This «s in addition to other ports, such as al-Mukha' and al-Kathib. The fact 
is that the transport sector has shown a great improvement in our country and 
there have been improvements in transport, navigation and pilotage activities, 
as well as dredging and maintenance. 


2. The Roads Authority. It plays a major role in helping to build the infra- 
structure in the YAR. Despite our modest fiscal situation, we have built a 
large part of the roads network and have linked all the provinces with each 
other. The provinces of the republic are now linked completely by a network of 
paved roads. The Yemeni government and civil cooperative bodies have construc-— 
ted 20,000 kilometers of dirt roads linking districts with the provinces, sub- 
districts with the districts, counties with the subdistricts and villages with 
the counties. A Yemeni home everywhere is now linked with the capital, San‘a, 
and with every inch of Yemeni territory. 


[Question] What about the ministry's adherence to the projects which fall under 
the second 5-year plan? 


[Answer] The ministry is now operating in conformity with the second 5-year 
plan and is fully subject to supervision and monitoring by the central planning 
machinery. 


With regard to your question about the ministry's share of the second 5-year 
plan, I can say that 36 percent of the total plan falls to the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works and its subordinate organizations and authorities. 


Importance of the Roads Network 


[Question] Our next question was about the new international roads network 
which the ministry has implemented and the importance of such a network. 


[Answer] The roads are our opening to the world through which we can profit 
and trade everything of benefit to the people: culture, science, health, com- 
merce, tourism, transport and alleviation of burdens. All these things make it 
naturally advantageous to open up to the world. Naturally, this can come only 
by constructing new roads linking the republic with its neighbors, sisters and 
friends. This will further strengthen relations between Yemen and these coun- 
tries. 


We now have two routes for roads. Internationally, they are: 


First: Aden-Ta'izz-al-Hudaydah- Jizan-the Kingdom of Seudi Arabia- Europe. 
This road is fully completed. 


100 

















Second: Aden-Ta'izz-San'a- al-Dahran and then to the other areas. 


As I said, these routes are international and open. At this point, I would like 
to add that the government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia financed part of these 
roads. 


Water and the Rural Areas 


[Question] What about projects to supply the rural areas of Yemen with drinking 
water and what are the criteria applied for allocating these projects? 


[Answer] I cannot say that the rural areas of Yemen have been supplied complete- 
ly with pure drinking water. No, we cannot say that. However, we are now on 

the verge of concluding an international contract for pure drinking water which 
has been approved by the international organizations of the UN. Naturally, we 
have spared no efforts to provide all rural areas with pure drinking water. 

With regard to the criteria used, I can say that the only criterion used in al- 
locating projects is the need of each area and the studies which are made by 
expert specialists from the WHO, UNICEF and the American agency. 


These quarters are making a complete survey of all areas and are determining 
the sites for and size of projects. The ministry will then make a technical 
study which will be of economic benefit and these projects will be scheduled in 
accordance with priorities given the needs of the areas. 


The state has an overall interest in providing drinking water in the rural areas 
because we know how we had to drink water in the past. There is now a revolu- 
tion, a major campaign and high interest in providing all rural areas with pure 
drinking water. 


Areas of Cooperation 


[Question] What about aspects of cooperation between the Ministry of Public 
Works and project offices of sister and friendly countries? 


[Answer] We are cooperating in various fields but in the areas of public works, 
there is cooperation in numerous forms and activities between the ministry and 
‘those offices. There is mutual supervision and participation in planning, im- 
plementation and training. 


These projects are accomplished either by our own financing, joint financing or 
with aid from sister and friendly countries and from international organizations, 
such as UNICED, WHO and the Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development. At 
this point I would like to mention sister and friendly countries that have help- 
ed to finance some projects. Iraq has provided some projects and Japan is pro- 
viding a project a year, besides assistance from the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
West Germany and the United States. 


Role of the Kingdom 


[Question] What about Yemeni-Saudi cooperation in the field of public works? 
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[Answer] Saudi Arabia has provided and is providing a great deal of the aid 
which no other country has provided or can provide. 


Yemeni-Saudi cooperation is an outstanding example of cooperation among sister 
countries. The Kingdom always provides a lot. It has provided about 34 large 
projects as a first stage and in the second stage the Kingdom provided 50 com- 
plete projects, each costing about 150 million Saudi riyals. The Kingdom help- 
ed to build the 170 kilometer Khamar-Rada'-al-Bayda' road, the 204 kilometer 
al-Huday-dah-Jizan road, the approximately 120 kilometer Sa‘ adah-al-Dhahran-the 
South road and other projects which the Kingdom financed and built. One could 
speak at length about Yemeni-Saudi cooperation. Fraternal relations are con- 
stant and firm. I fully hope that this cooperation will constantly grow and be 
strengthened in all fields. 
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